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TRANSITIONS AND TRAJECTORIES OF CIVILIAN-TO-CIVILIAN
ELECTIONS IN NIGERIA: THE CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRATIC
CONSOLIDATION

Jacob Audu
Department of Political Science and International Studies
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Abstract

Elections are deemed to be at the epicenter of democracy and free and fair
elections are viewed as integral to the success of the democratic consolidation
of a nation. Hence, elections signify an important yardstick for measuring the
direction towards democratic consolidation even though it does not constitute
the entire gamut of democratic processes. The problematic of this paper is that
the greatest challenge to Nigeria’s democratic consolidation is the inability of
civil rule to conduct elections according to the rule of the game devoid of
electoral malpractices. The objectives of this paper are: i. to demonstrate the
trajectories of civilian-civilian elections in Nigeria, ii. To demonstrate how
Transition elections in Nigeria have been more creditably better and less of
electoral malpractices; iii. To ascertain how Civilian-Civilian elections in
Nigeria have constitute an albatross to Nigeria’s democratic consolidation.
The paper is situated within the theoretical prism of Marxist theory of the
state. The paper adopts an explanatory design for analysis and relied on some
empirical data generated through observation and official documents and
essentially on secondary sources of data which were analyzed using a
descriptive method of analysis. The findings of this paper show that even
though civilian-civilian elections have potentials for democratic
consolidation, it is shrouded in electoral malpractices and fraud. The paper
therefore recommends that there is need for total implementation of electoral
reforms, technological improvements that will make the electoral process more
transparent and acceptable, building of strong institutions which are required
to sustain moral rebirth, re-orientation, and value re-orientation towards
politics. Theoretically, we must transcend minimalist procedural perspective
to maximalist perspective to elections which is capable of improving the
welfare of the people who are the subject and object of democracy.
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Introduction

After over 100 years of Nigeria’s existence as a nation following the
1914 historic amalgamation and nearly Fifty-nine (59) years of political
independence as a nation-state and 20 years of uninterrupted civil rule, the
journey from independence to date can be described like a long roller-coaster
of anticipation, disillusionment, skepticism, hope and disappointment. The
tidal wave of democratization which started in the 1980s and 1990s, has
rendered other forms of governments such as communism, authoritarianism,
totalitarianism, militarism and aristocracy obsolete with democracy seeming to
have won as most hitherto authoritarian regimes have embraced democracy.
By May 29, 2019, Nigeria broke the jinx of democratic breakdown witnessed
following six years of the First Republic, four years of Second Republic and
Third Republic that was truncated following the annulment of June 12
Presidential Election claimed to have been won by late Chief M.K.O. Abiola.
Interestingly, Nigeria’s Fourth Republic have survived 20 years and even
offered the world the positive democratic achievement from long years of
military authoritarian alternation of power between the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) and the opposition party, All People’s Congress (APC).

The recently concluded 2019 General Elections is remarkable because
by May 29, 2019, Nigeria’s democratic governance has survived and thrived
20 years of unbroken and uninterrupted system for a record which has never
been achieved since Nigeria’s political independence in 1960. In addition to
these years, Nigeria’s democracy had managed to transit from one
democratically elected government to another. We have also witnessed
transition and defeat of an incumbent government by opposition party as
witnessed in the 2015 Presidential Election that saw the emergence of
President Muhammadu Buhari as the President and the then incumbent,
President Goodluck Jonathan conceding defeat even before the final result was
announced. The reason for all these illustrations is because, the point of
transition always became the point of rupture where democracy buckled down
but we have survived it. However, after two decades of uninterrupted civil
rule, it has become apparent that consolidating democracy is often a task as
difficult as establishing it as a result of the credibility and legitimacy of
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elections. With transition from authoritarianism increasingly becoming out of
fashion, it is expedient for us to confront the challenge of how really
democratic is the post transition political institutions so as to avoid
authoritarian reversal or whether they have proven to be stable enough for
democracy to be consolidated. This paper therefore examines how the
trajectories of civilian-to-civilian elections constitute a challenge to
democratic consolidation in Nigeria.

Theoretical frame of Analysis: Marxian Theory of the state

The Marxian Theory of the state has heightened awareness of the
importance of studying the state as the key to understanding socio-economic
formations, particularly their configuration of social forces and the
possibilities of their transformation (Ake, 2003, p.55). It sees the state and its
apparatuses as instruments in the hand of the ruling class. The motivating
force behind politics in Africa is the overwhelming power of the state, together
with the possibility of its use for domination, oppression and exploitation.
Outside of the state the application of the concept of politics can only be
metaphorical. Nnoli (2003, p.5) has noted that, “this power which alone
includes that over life and death within state borders can threaten life, wealth,
freedom and self-realization. Therefore, it gives concreteness and intensity to
struggles associated with it”.

Ake (2003) sees state as the specific modality of class domination, one
in which class domination is mediated by commodity exchange so that the
system of institutional mechanisms of domination is differentiated and
dissociated from the ruling class and even the society and appears as an
objective force standing alongside society. The state form of domination is the
modality in which the system of mechanisms of class domination is
autonomized-that is, the institutional apparatus of class domination is largely
independent of social classes, including the hegemonic social classes (2003,
p.56). The Hobbesian character of political struggles; in the absence of
autonomizing mechanisms in the post-colonial state, made the resources of
physical coercion become the tools of particular groups, especially the
hegemonic factions of the ruling class, and the affinity between the coercive
institutions and these hegemonic fractions has inevitably become particularly
visible (2003, pp.60-61). The implication of this is because high premium is
placed on political power, the struggle for power then is everything and is
pursued by every means because power is everything and those who control
the coercive resources, use it freely to promote their interests. Hence, the neo-
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colonial capitalist character of the Nigerian state due to the central role of the
state in wealth acquisition as well as its origin and non consolidatedness, made
the contest for state power assumes a life of its own leading to
fractionalization of the dominant class because of the high premium placed on
the state as a zero-sum affair. We cannot appreciate the relevance of this
theory in this discourse until we identify the nature of electoral malpractices
and the actors involved in electoral malpractices during transitions and civilian
to civilian elections. There are basically three major dimensions of electoral
malpractices.

A. Electoral malpractices pertaining to infringement of electoral laws.
These infringements include the use of quasi-military organizations,
voting by unregistered person(s), under age or juvenile voting,
registration offences, impersonation in polling stations, offences in
respect of ballot papers, misconduct at polling stations, etc.

B. Electoral malpractices pertaining to improper and unethical
infringements. Examples of these malpractices includes unlawful
possession of electoral materials such as voters’ cards, ballot papers
and ballot boxes, assaulting election officials, campaigning on election
day; bribery, impersonation, arrest of opposition members by law
enforcement agents, multiple voting, forgery of election results, etc.

C. Electoral malpractices pertaining to improper conduct or arrangements
by electoral management body (INEC). These include -electoral
malpractices by INEC officials such as unlawful possession of ballot
papers and boxes, unlawful possession of authorized and unauthorized
voters’ cards; stealing ballot box keys, stuffing of ballot boxes and vote
buying (vote buying refers to economic transaction of selling votes
between an electorate and politicians or their representatives before
and during elections.

The consequences of electoral malpractices was aptly described by Claude
Ake (2000)’s observation that under the ongoing democratic transition in
Africa, people were voting without choosing. This was corroborated by
Mkandawire’s characterization of African countries undergoing democratic
transition as choiceless democracies. The Actors /Institutions that supports or
engage in Electoral Malpractices are as follows:

i.  Government in power and state apparatuses - INEC officials and its Ad

hoc staft and security agents.
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ii. Political parties and their members
iii. Unpatriotic individual and groups.

Incumbent government in its desperation to retain power employs every
means available and at its disposal to manipulate the process and rules to its
advantage. Here, state apparatus such as police, judiciary and the intelligence
agencies which are controlled by government and political parties are often
used to commit electoral malpractices.

Elections and Democratic Consolidation

Democratic consolidation is procedurally conceived as the process through
which democratic norms (democratic rules of the games) become accepted by
all powerful groups in society, including labour, business rural landlords, the
church and the military and no important political actor contemplates a return
to dictatorship (Handelman, 2006:25). It is within this context that Larry
Diamond sees election as the litmus test for democratization especially with
the ascendency of liberal democracy which has reduced democratization to
election and multipartism. Democracy is thus explained in terms of essential
procedures governing the elections and behaviour of government officials.

It is therefore inconceivable to contemplate democracy outside the
context of election as election is seen as an important part of democratization.
Election as a symbol of democracy is the vital aspect of modern representative
government. To this end, Nnoli (1990, p.4) assert that election is so closely
tied to the growth and development of democratic political order that is now
generally held to be the single most important indicator of the presence or
absence of democratic government. Election, also appears to be the only
mechanism by which a democratic government can be realized and entrenched
particularly in modern era (Nnadozie, 2005). Election, therefore signifies an
important yardstick for locating the direction of democracy towards
democratic consolidation.

Existing literature on democratic consolidation has therefore dealt too
much on the procedural conditions to democratic consolidation. Hence,
democratic scholars such as Diamond, Lenz, Huntington, Guillermo O’
Donnell, have used different definitions of democratic consolidation based on
two conceptions. On the one hand is the minimalist conception whose
emphasis is on the procedure, process and formal democracy. The emphasis of
the minimalists is exclusively on elections. It simply sees democracy as a
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political system that holds relatively free, fair, contested election with near
universal adult suffrage on a regular basis. The maximalists on the other hand,
are of the view that Procedural conception of democracy no matter how
exacting is incomplete. Instead, they insist, real democracy requires not only
fair elections and proper government procedures but also fair and just
government outcomes, comprising issues of substantive and distributive
democracy which include eradicating poverty. Hence, the maximalists focus
on the outcomes of politics such as institutionalization of political institutions,
social justice, and economic equality. The maximalist conception is however,
dependent on the quality of representation through election.

Even though election signifies an important yardstick for measuring
the direction towards democratic consolidation, it does not constitute the entire
gamut of democratic processes. However, democratic scholars have assumed
that only elections that are credible, free and fair, and reflective of true will of
the people would contribute to democratic consolidation.

Etymologically, the word Election is derived from Latin verb
ELEGERE-meaning to pick or to choose. Conceptually, the International
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences (1972:1) defines election in its most incisive
form as “a form of procedure, recognized by the rules of an organization,
whereby all or some of the members of the organization choose a smaller
number of persons or one person to hold office or authority in the
organization. The Encyclopedia Americana Volume 10 (1996) defines election
as a procedure for choosing officers or making binding decisions concerning
policy by the vote of those formally qualified to participate. Meanwhile, what
appears to be more encompassing is the one provided by (Bain, 1964). He
conceived elections as the formal process by which the electorates select
officials and determines the issues submitted to it. It is therefore a procedure
for choosing officers or making binding decisions concerning policy by the
vote of those formally qualified to participate (Bain, 1964, p.162). The fact
that there are procedure and those qualified to participate means there are rules
that governs the procedure and defines who is qualified to participate.

The implication of these definitions is that election confer legitimacy
on public office holders and subject public office holders and political parties
to periodic assessment of four (4) years; by so doing, it enhances
accountability and good governance. Therein lies the traditional role of
electoral system in just, fair and providing a level playing ground for all
political actors. Electoral system here refers to the institutionalized process of
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determining popular choice in direct and popular representation in indirect and
representative democracies. The perversion of the above leads to electoral
malpractices and fraud that is popularly described as lack of free and fair
election.

Transition and Trajectories of Civilian-to-Civilian Elections, Electoral
Malpractices and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria

The credibility of elections has had a turbulent history in Africa.
Beginning with founding elections, electoral discrepancies and fraud have
been prevalent. The notion of free and fair has gained significant importance
as the validity of elections in Africa has come to rest on the free and fair
criterion.

The term free and fair however, has become a catchphrase amongst
many of those involved in the election monitoring and democracy
development fields. The phrase is often interpreted loosely and is rarely
clearly defined. Despite the recognition of the term, it is often differing
interpretations, it remains a commonly used standard. Elections have become
one of the defining institutions of modern democracy. Free and fair elections
have become an increasingly critical requirement for governments to gain
international legitimacy.

Rarely is it clearly defined. Critics of the phrase free and fair suggest
that it has come to be used in a purely subjective manner. The lack of a clear
and concrete definition allows for an open interpretation of basic democratic
values and distorts the line between what is legitimate in terms of democratic
values and principles and what is not. This is of particular importance because
democracy development assistance providers often have differing mandates
and agendas. In the case of election monitoring groups, this is especially true.

However, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (2005) free and
fair elections require the recognition and affirmation of three sets of rights.
These include: voting and election rights (these establish universal,
indiscriminately suffrage, secret balloting and the right to individual appeal in
situation where individual rights are compromised); candidature, party and
campaign rights (these establish that everyone has the right to participate in
government, to express political opinions, to campaign, to have equal access
to the media, to be free from political violence and to the protection of the
law); and the rights and responsibilities of the state (these establish the state as
responsible for the establishment of an effective, impartial and non-
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discriminatory process for registering voters, providing education on electoral
procedures, and ensuring a non-partisan electoral commission exists).

Transparency International (TI, 2005) has taken a significantly
different approach to defining the free and fair standard. According to TI,
electoral legitimacy is of paramount importance. In defining what makes an
election free and fair, emphasis is placed on independent electoral
commissions and transparency of polling mechanics. With an independent
electoral commission, the ability of incumbents to manipulate the electoral
process is greatly reduced. In regards to transparency, the polling process
should be scrutinized by all parties.

In a very comprehensive analysis titled “What Makes Elections Free
and Fair”, Elklit and Jorgen set out to establish the most basic prerequisites for
a free and fair electoral process. The authors argue that the freedom dimension
should include elements relating to voters’ opportunity to participate in the
election without coercion or restrictions of any kind. In regards to the fairness
of an election, the authors refer to the notion of a level playing ground.

From the foregoing, election is said to be free and fair if it is devoid of
electoral malpractices. Electoral malpractices refer to illegalities committed by
government through its agents and apparatuses, officials responsible for the
conduct of elections, political parties, groups or individuals with sinister
intention to influence an election result in favour of a particular candidate(s).
The underlying ingredients of electoral malpractices is that the action is
deliberate, illegal, criminal and designed to undermine democratic principles
or popular will. It can take any of the following forms but not restricted to
these. It can take the form of stuffing ballot boxes with ballot papers well
ahead of actual voting, seizure or hoarding of electoral materials,
manipulation, fabrication of electoral results, the use of law enforcement
agencies to intimidate, maim, and disenfranchise eligible voters, murder of
political opponents, etc.

According to the great Latin American Political Scientist, Guillermo
O’Donnell (1985), the overall change from an authoritarian to a democratic
regime contains not one but two transitions: the first leads to installation of a
democratic government, and the second to the consolidation of democracy or
to effective functioning of a democratic regime. Between the two transitions
lies what Guillermo O’Donnell (1985) described as “inherently endangered
capricious tendencies” which are capable of truncating democratic
consolidation (inability to conduct free, fair and credible elections). There is
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therefore a complex continuity and discontinuity between the first and second
transitions (Jibrin, 2016). This is because there appears to be continuity of the
inability of democratic leaders since the return to civil rule in 1999 to
guarantee free and fair elections. Inversely, no system will be adjudged
democratic, without an election and election itself is not democratic if the
process is not free and fair. For us to appreciate and understand the topic under
discussion, it is imperative to make clear distinction between two (2) forms of
elections we have experienced in Nigeria’s political development (Transition
elections and Civilian to Civilian elections).

By transition elections, we refer to those elections conducted by
outgoing regime/ government be it colonial or military. Examples of transition
elections are elections conducted in 1959, 1979, 1993 and 1999. In these
elections, the regime in power had to hand over power to a democratic civilian
government. For instance, in 1959, the British colonial regime wanted a
smooth transfer of power to Nigerian self-government; in 1979, the military
regime of General Obasanjo viewed itself as an interim fixture to ensure
stability and then hand over power to elected officials. In 1993, a combination
of both internal and external pressures forced the then President Ibrahim
Babangida to organize election; and in 1999, arising from a product of
necessity, the then military regime led by General Abdulsalami Abubakar
organized election to disengage from politics. In a nutshell, transition elections
under universal suffrage have been held four times, in 1959, 1979 and 1993,
1999.

In contrast, the Civilian-to-Civilian elections of 1964, (which
ultimately led to the collapse of First Republic); 1983, (led to military
intervention in politics) 2003, 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019 elections (shrouded
in credibility challenges) are typical examples of Civilian-to-Civilian
elections. It is instructive to note that even though Civilian to Civilian
elections can be viewed as a potential tool for democratic consolidation,
regrettably, it is largely characterized by electoral malpractices, fraud and
irregularities that threaten the credibility, free, fairness and acceptability of the
outcome thereby leading to political conflicts. This is against the backdrop
that one of the common characteristics of Nigeria’s democratic rule since
independence is conflict resurgence (conflict resurgence is usually associated
with political conflict and it refers to the re-occurrence of conflict of what was
formally or previously agitated, contested and tackled but reoccurs as a result
of lack of compliance to the agreed rules) arising from the inability of civilian
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government to conduct civilian to civilian election without gross electoral
malpractices. In fact, both political violence and electoral malpractices had
been the bane to successful civilian to civilian elections in Nigeria. How to
avoid that and consolidate our democracy after 20 years of uninterrupted
democratic rule in Nigeria becomes our major challenge.

Table 1. Trajectories of Transition and Civilian to Civilian Elections in
Nigeria (1959-2019)

SN | Year Nature of Election Trajectories of Elections

1 1959 General Elections Transition Elections

2 1979 General Elections Transition Elections

3 1993 General Elections Transition Elections

4 1999 General Elections Transition Elections

5 1964 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
6 1983 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
7 12003 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
8 12007 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
9 2011 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
10 | 2015 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections
11 | 2019 General Elections Civilian to Civilian Elections

Audu, Field Survey, 2019.

A close examination of the above table reveals that in Nigeria’s
political development especially as it relates to general elections, transition
elections are far more peaceful and the results relatively acceptable and less
violent prone than civilian to civilian election. As Okolie (2005, p.433) had
noted, both violence and fraud had been the bane to successful civilian-to
civilian transition in Nigeria’s political life.

Nigeria’s civilian-civilian elections have reflected a deceptive air of
reality about them. For instance, the 1959 General elections was the last under
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the direct supervision of the British colonial authorities before granting
Nigeria her flag independence in 1960. According to Kurfi (2005) the 1959
federal elections were generally regarded as free and fair partly because the
colonial government of the day was preparing to hand over power to Nigerians
on October, 1 1960 and had no desire to perpetuate itself. Furthermore, the
senior cadre of electoral officials were mostly administrative officers, majority
of whom were British with a few Nigerians, and this cadre of public servants
was highly regarded by the generality of the people as an embodiment of
fairness, justice and equity (Kurfi, 2005, p.4). But the 1964, which was the
third general elections and first since independence was described as the most
perilous display of brinkmanship and during which the country tottered on the
brink of disintegration and bloodshed (Kirk-Greene, 1971, p.21). According to
Nnadozie (2005, p.123), the 1979 general election in comparative terms, could
be stated that contrary to the bitterness, boycotts and electoral malpractices
which characterized the 1964/65 federal elections, the 1979 elections were
held with minimum electoral violence and rancor. The 1998/99 general
elections had so many things in common with the 1979 elections including the
Constitution under which they were conducted but more especially the lack of
bitterness, boycotts, thuggery and other malpractices usually associated with
electoral process in the country (Nnadozie, 2005).

In the 1983 general elections, Nnadozie (2005) had noted that one of
the greatest problem facing Nigeria since her flag independence has been the
inability of the members of the governing class to respect even the most
rudimentary rules and regulations fashioned by them. This is one of the
reflection of the state in peripheral capitalist societies. There is no area where
this peripheral capitalist is manifested in Nigeria than in the organization of
civilian to civilian elections in Nigeria where state and its apparatuses have
been used as an instrument of the ruling class to advance their interest in
controlling political power and retention of political power. For instance, in
spite of poor performance of the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) in 1983 in
its first term, the NPN capitalized on its incumbency factor and subsequently
manipulated the electoral process in order to ensure that it retained power.
Consequently, the election was marked by massive rigging and all sorts of
electoral fraud. Kyari (1986, p.15) observed that “it is very clear that the
Nigerian General Election of 1983 is a sham election. It was massively rigged
and nobody can honestly, truthfully and scientifically state that Shagari and his
lieutenant in the state capitals were democratically voted into office”. To
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buttress the theoretical prisms of this paper, Kyari (1986) noted that there was
a massive collusion involving the NPN, the FEDECO, the Police and some
section of the judiciary to produce governments that could not claim
legitimacy by dint of even the most rudimentary requirement of bourgeois
democracy.

The 2003 General Elections presented yet another opportunity of a
transition from one civilian government to another. The 1964 and 1983
elections were among other things characterized by manipulation of the
electoral bodies and processes and the use of security personnel and agencies
against political opponents. The 2003 general election shared a lot with the
1964 and 1983 elections. In the 2003 General elections, the ruling People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) exploited its incumbency to the fullest by mobilizing
and deploying every available instruments of the state including the police and
the military personnel before, during and after the elections to ensure its
retention of power, in spite of its poor performance during first tenure. It’s a
common knowledge that the1964, 1983, 2003 and 2007 elections were heavily
rigged by incumbent ruling parties to the detriment of the opposition (State
rigged elections).

In the build up to the 2019 elections, Tilde (2019) noted that the
challenge before the APC led government is whether it will build on the
nation’s 2015 election achievement or kick the nation back into the dark pit of
election rigging. Preceding the 2019 election, Tilde (2019) noted that ugly
cloud had began to gather in the sky that may pose danger to the credibility of
2019 election. For instance, the president’s refusal to sign into law the new
Electoral Bill, preferring to defer it until after the 2019 elections is an
indication. The bill, which is a product of extensive collaboration among
stakeholders, including INEC, NGOs, the National Assembly, and the Office
of the Attorney General of the Federation, had fine-tuned the process by
embracing, among others, digital transmission of results and compelling
electoral officers to abide by its guidelines without the option of resorting to
the old method of manual transmission which was previously obtained. The
tool that the APC led government employed to win bye elections held in Ekiti,
Ondo, Bauchi, Katsina, etc. in those elections, the use of money was
intensified, with the ruling APC being the highest bidder of votes . In the
Bauchi Senatorial bye election, Tide (2019) noted on how card reader can be
compromised. For instance, no polling unit was able to send its accreditation
data or polling results from the polling station. All Returning Officer banded
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over the locked card readers to collation officers at ward collation centres,
who unlocked them and handled the data, including editing it where necessary.
Then the officer inputs the figures into his laptop and escalates them to INEC
database. More alarming are the reported cases of multiple voting which the
card reader permitted. In a polling station in Wonu Ward, for example, the
polling officer had to reassure the agitated crowd who complained of multiple
voting that the card reader was good. After calming the nerves, someone
proved him wrong by getting the card reader to pass him twice. The card
reader as stated in the electoral bill makes card reader a precondition for
voting and failure to transmit the result instantly from the polling booth is a
crime punishable with five years imprisonment without option of fine for the
defaulting officer. The 2019 civilian to civilian election was marked with
violence and ballot box snatching, burning down of INEC office and killing in
Rivers, Kogi, Lagos, and other states.

The biggest controversy in the recent past is the appointment of
Commissioner Amina Zakari to chair the internal INEC committee in charge
of the collation centre. The issue of CIN where the federal government ask
Onnoghen to vacate office and to be arraigned on criminal charges. The
suspension of the CIN by Mr. President on Friday, 25/01/19was based on the
alleged ex-parte order of the Code of Conduct Tribunal-the same Tribunal that,
had on Tuesday, 22 January2019 adjourned its proceedings to Monday, 28
January 2019, which the Executive had knowledge of. The Nigerian Bar
Association on the 25 January, 2019 issued a communique:

1. Evident suspension of the Nigerian Constitution by the Executive arm
of government

2. The action it stated portends a slide into anarchy and complete
deconstruction of the Rule of Law and due process.

3. It amounts to an absolute breach of the Constitution and usurpation of
the powers of the Senate and the Nigerian Judicial Council.

In a statement, the US Embassy in Nigeria said it had taken note of the
widespread criticisms that the suspension is illegal. The Embassy of the
United States is deeply concerned by the impact of the Executive branch’s
decision to suspend and replace the Chief Justice and head of the judicial
branch without the support of the legislative branch on the eve of national and
state elections. The decision is not only unconstitutional but it undermines the
independence of the judiciary. It is devoid of due process, lack of rule of law
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and the spirit of the Constitution of Nigeria. This action is tantamount to
casting a pall over the electoral process.

Consequently, the 2019 election was characterized by allegation of
collusion and partisanship in the general elections. The role of the military
getting involved in the election shortly after Mr President’s meeting with the
Service Chiefs. The Human Rights Writers Association of Nigeria (HURIWA),
a prodemocracy and non-governmental body has described the recently
concluded 2019 general elections as charade and a monumental travesty of
justice. HURIWA accused the INEC of manipulating the outcomes of the
elections in favour of the ruling APC and as such, committed more egregious
and satanic crimes than the alleged billionaire kidnapper, Mr Evans. The chief
Observer, Maria Arena noted that they came to Nigeria on the invitation of
INEC to monitor the elections and make recommendations. Arena, who is a
member of the EU Parliament, however, faulted the elections. She said,
Observers, including EU Observers were denied access to collation centres in
Rivers, apparently by military personnel. This lack of access compromises
transparency and trust in the process. Arena lamented the violence, underage
voting and vote buying that marred 2019 elections.

All these are reflections of the use of the state machinery to advance
the interest of the ruling class as advanced by the Marxian theory of the state.

Conclusion

It is the conclusion of this paper after examining the transition and
trajectories of civilian to civilian elections that the greatest tragedy to
democratic consolidation in Nigeria is the inability of the civilian government
to conduct credible and free and fair elections. This is manifested in all the
civilian to civilian elections conducted in Nigeria but without prejudice to
transition elections with minimal electoral fraud. For instance, the Chairman
of the All Progressive Congress (APC) Comrade Adam Oshiomole in a build
up to the 2019 electioneering campaign once said in response to the Osun state
gubernatorial election stated that: ““ I think that for democracy to flourish, only
people who can accept the pain of rigging-am sorry, defeat should participate
in an election.

This paper concludes that that in Nigeria, transition elections are far
more peaceful, free, fair and more credible and results relatively acceptable
than civilian to civilian elections. This is essentially because of the sit-tight
and self-succession syndrome, incumbency factor which prompts political
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actors to cling tenaciously to power; changing level playing ground for the
opposition and disregard to rules that should guarantee free and fair elections
and using the instruments of the state actualize their goals of clinging unto
power by all means.

The crux of the problem of Nigeria today is the over politicization of social
life. We are intoxicated with politics: the premium on political power is so
high that we are prone to take the most extreme measures to win and to
maintain political power...to win control of state means for all practical
purposes being all powerful and owning everything. Politics became warfare,
a matter of life and death.

Finally, Nigerian electoral process especially since the return to
democratic rule in 1999 suffers from a moral vacancy, an acute shortage of
credible political actors who could plausibly champion democratic values and
set standards that offers feeling compelled to live up to.

Recommendation

The history of South Africa’s electoral politics dates back to the
mid-19th century. Historical familiarity with electoral procedures and the
development of a strong party system helps to strengthen modern electoral
politics. In a statement to the Ghanian Parliament on July 11, 2009 (as cited
in Adelaja)

In the 21st century, capable, reliable and transparent institutions
are the key to success. Strong parliament, honest police force,
independent judges, an independent press, a vibrant private
sector, and engaged civil society, those are the things that give
life to democracy because that is what matters in people’s
everyday lives. Africa does not need strong men, it needs strong
institutions. These are the hallmark of governance (2016, p.
209).

Strong institutions such as INEC, Political parties, Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs), Security agencies, etc, are those institutions which
independently perform their statutory functions according to the laid down
rules or laws without any external influence, coercion or directives from the
power that be. Strong institutions are catalyst of national development and no
nation can develop to its full potentials without strong and viable institutions.
But it is instructive to note that building strong institution requires investment
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of time, education, resources, skills, ideas, patriotism, planning, strategy and
good settings into the process which involves government, people and civil
society organizations.

Huntington (1984:214) advances conditions required for the
institutionalization of democracy as higher levels of economic well-being;
absence of extreme inequalities in wealth and income; greater social pluralism
among others. In his own contribution, Ntalaja (2000:14) is of the view that
democracy cannot be negotiated as a new bargain in developing nations;
rather, it has to be richer than the liberal model, and should be capable of
leading to a development strategy that is home grown, people-centred and
oriented towards eradicating poverty.

Finally, the responsibility of ensuring free and fair elections in the
2019 Elections is the collective responsibility of all of us either as employee of
election management body (INEC), the Nigeria Police Force, members of the
various political parties and supporters of different candidates for the
elections. This is because every one of us are either parents, Guidance,
Traditional/Religious leaders, Public Office Holders or relations of same,
candidates and supporters of a particular candidate hence we should monitor
our children, ward and subjects and adherents to be law abiding and resist the
temptation to engage in any act that have the potentials of rendering 2019
election unacceptable devoid of free and fair elections.
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Abstract

Pastoralist-farmer conflict, Boko Haram insurgency, ethno-religious violence
and communal clashes have constituted security challenges in the country.
They have caused numerous deaths, destruction of property and massive
displacement of people with associated socio-economic negative impacts.
Insecurity is a major obstacle to women active participation in the electoral
processes. The paper relied on secondary source of information. Human
security approach was employed to as an explanatory framework. It argued
that insecurity has not only affected the electoral processes in Nigeria but
limited the involvement of women in exercising their political rights. When a
political system is characterized by insecurity, women tend to stay away from
playing active role which further perpetuates gender inequality in the
decision-making process. The paper recommended that for women to
effectively participate in the electoral processes, insecurity which has
constituted a serious challenge to peace and development needs to be tackled
by government at all levels. There is need for re-orientation of all political
parties to shun any form of political brigandage and violence in order to
encourage more women participation in the electoral processes. Security
agents, particularly, the Nigeria Police need to be trained and retrained for
capacity building and well remunerated to ensure peace during elections.

Keywords: Women, insecurity, election, electoral process, political
participation

Introduction

Nigeria has been experiencing security and governance challenges
since the advent of the Fourth Republic. Inter-and intra-communal conflicts,
religious violence, indigene and settler conundrums, resource-induced conflict
and Boko Haram insurgency have exacerbated the security challenges the
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country is confronted with. Women have been victims of insecurity
particularly as it affects their participation in the electoral processes. In a
situation where the political system is characterized by different forms of
insecurity, women suffer more harms and vulnerabilities which hinder them
from exercising their civic and political rights.

Over the years, women have suffered a setback in having more access
to political leadership positions and decision-making processes in the country
as a result of various challenges including patriarchy, derogatory cultural and
traditional beliefs, lack of funds to pursue political ambitions, political party
insensitivity towards women’s issues, to mention a few. The history of
electoral process in Nigeria has been dotted with violence of different nature
such as thuggery, political assassination, maiming, brigandage, terrorism and
communal conflicts. In the areas affected by insecurity such as in the North
East, North Central, South East and South, where incessant killings occur
mostly on a daily basis particularly in the rural communities, women have
been scared away from participating in the electoral processes which
underscore why there was low turnout of women during voters’ registration,
campaigns and voting exercise.

As noted by Rasak and Garuba (2017), there has been poor
involvement of women in the electoral process despite the increased number
of educated women who can ably contest for elective positions in the Nigeria’s
political system. The reason for this dilemma is as a result of the violent nature
of the electioneering process and the prevalent insecurity before election
period which hinder women’s advancement politically. Women suffer a lot of
insecurity right from the family level which transcends to other socio-
economic political institutions.

Literature abound on the various challenges perpetuating gender
inequality in Nigerian political system, however, the role insecurity plays as a
barrier to women participation in the electoral processes seems not to have
been exhaustively explored. The paper is divided into five parts which include
conceptualization of key terms, historical analysis of insecurity in the
Nigeria’s electoral processes, challenges insecurity posed to women
participation in the electoral processes and measures to be adopted to reduce
insecurity if not completely eliminated in the country.

Concept of security
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Security, as a concept, has attracted various definitions by scholars. It
is one of the highly contested concepts in Peace and Conflict Studies.
According to Stan (2004), security implies mechanism put in place to avoid,
prevent, reduce or resolve violent conflicts and threats which originate from
the states, non-state actors or structural, socio-political and economic
conditions. What is implied in the conception of security by Stan (2004) is
that insecurity is multi-causal in nature and there are different actors whether
state or non-state and situations which can constitute threats to security of
human lives. That is the reason why there was a shift from the state centric
approach to the conceptualization of security to embrace human security
approach. It is of no use if the territorial integrity of the state is guaranteed and
human lives within the state are not protected. — Therefore, the primary
responsibility of the state is to promote and protect human lives. However, the
state can also perpetrate human rights violations as cases abound globally.

According to Egbewole (2013), security means a state, feeling or
means of being secured, to be free from any form of danger. It also involves
measures put in place to keep a person or country safe from danger or crime.
Security is the opposite of insecurity, which connotes the state of fear, grave
danger, deprivation and unqualified exposure to want and despair (Egbewole,
2013).

There are two dimensions of security namely internal and external. The
state has the basic duty of protecting lives and property internally while it also
ensures that its territorial integrity is not violated. The essence of any
responsive and responsible government is to guarantee both internal and
external security, ensuring that lives are secured and borders of a nation are
adequately protected from external aggression by any other state and violent
non-state actors. Every nation of the world has it as its duty to protect its
citizens from any acts of insurrection which may violate their fundamental
basic rights. Although, nations may hide under responsibility to protect to
perpetrate acts of criminality against their citizens by preventing intervention
from external actors to render humanitarian assistance to their citizens during
conflict situations

From the post-modernist point of view, security is a mechanism put in
place to ensure the safety of lives by the non-state actors and this put the state
as the secondary provider of security in the society (Ewetan & Uhie, 2014).
Security in another way can be viewed as protection from danger, violence,
fear and want which impair or capable of impairing the full development and
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existential well-being of the citizens (Alemika, 2015). Security has to do with
efforts to protect one from dangers, need for order and continuity and
aspirations for inner and mental balance. Boutros-Ghali (1994) conceives
security as involving not only military, but also non-military dimensions such
as environment, ethno-religious and natural identities, migration, poverty and
disease. Security involves all conditions that guarantee peace, justice and good
health of individuals in the society. Security is vital for national cohesion,
peace and sustainable development and that is why national security is
important for any form of good governance and development to occur in a
society. Security has to do with conditions within which individuals in a
society can go about their normal activities without any form of fear,
intimidation or threat to lives and property (Ogege, 2013). The essence of
security provisioning cannot be over-emphasised in a nation and that is why it
is well entrenched in the constitution of every nation. For instance, in the
1999 Nigerian constitution, section 14 (2) (b), the essence of security and
welfare provisioning for the Nigerians is accentuated but unfortunately, it has
become elusive as lives and property are lost on a daily basis and the
government and civil society organizations have become helpless.

Concept of Insecurity

In a situation where there is no security, the direct experience of the
citizens is the opposite, which is insecurity. From different ideological and
academic points of view, insecurity has been conceptualised in various ways.
Insecurity is a situation that exists as a result of lack of effective measures put
in place to guarantee the protection of individuals, information and property
against hostile persons, influences and actions. In a situation where there is
insecurity, people will not be able to go about their normal daily activities,
personal, economic, social and political securities will be grossly affected.

Insecurity according to Balard (2005) means lack of protection and
freedom from unprotected harms, which is, not being protected from
emotional stress resulting from paucity of assurance that an individual is
accepted, has opportunity and choices to fulfill his or her potentials including
freedom from fear. From another perspective, Achumba, Ighomereho, Akpor-
Robaro(2013) conceptualise insecurity as a state of being subjected to danger,
expose to risk and or anxiety. In the view of Cameron and McCornnell
(1954), sources of insecurity include threat from within or beliefs particularly
religion and emotional response to sudden external threats. Feelings of fear,
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anxiety, uncertainty, poverty, injustice, unemployment and other forms of
social violence create a political environment characterized by insecurity. On
the other hand, insecurity is a condition of being vulnerable to anxiety or risks.
As applied to the paper, insecurity is a condition of fear, not being safe, threat
to lives and property and restriction from carrying out political and civic
responsibilities which can impinge on the fundamental human rights of
individuals particularly women.

Concept of Electoral Process

Electoral process does not readily lend itself to any generally
acceptable definition. Various conceptions by scholars from different
academic backgrounds exist. According to Elekwa (2008), electoral process
involves the entire cycle ranging from the provision of voter education to the
final voting of all aspirants. In another dimension, Ogbeide (2013) defines
electoral process as including registration of voters, identifying the political
parties to vote for, voting, counting of votes and declaration of election results.

Also, electoral process involves the selection of candidates,
registration of voters and the entire voting procedures. It can be
conceptualized as the orderly consequence of acts and activities regulated by
the constitution and electoral law, that is, the activities political parties and
citizens carry out with the aim of periodically renewing the seats of elected
public officials. It is the procedure that guides the conduct of election in a
particular nation. Any acts of violence that threatens the process jeorpadise the
will of the people. Insecurity can threaten the electoral process which can
affect people’s participation particularly the women. Electoral process can also
involve the method and law for holding an election and explanation of laws
and customs that must be followed by all partakers which must be periodic,
free and fair elections (Foundation for Democratic Process, 2017).

Electoral process is divided into three major phases. These include pre-
election phase, Election Day and post-elections. The pre-election phase covers
electoral legislation, delimitation of constituencies, registration of voters,
nominations and campaign period. The second phase which is the Election
Day, involves voting, counting of votes, announcement of results. The third
phase is the post elections period which involves review of elections and filing
of any complaint by the candidates. Electoral process also means civil
activities and procedures involved in the election of representatives by the
electorate (Akamere, 2001).
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In the view of Jinadu (1997), electoral process involves rules,
procedures and activities relating to the establishment of electoral bodies,
appointment of members, voters registration, nomination of candidates,
balloting, counting of the ballots, declaration of results, selection and training
of electoral officials, delimitation of constituency, voter education, registration
of political parties and supervision of party primaries/congresses. The
implication of this conception is that electoral process is carried out during
democratic dispensation and all activities should guarantee free and fair
process in the conduct of elections. Rules and regulations must exist in the
political system in order to ensure fairness, justice and equality.

According to Nwanegbo (2015), electoral process has to do with all the
institutional procedures, arrangements and actions involved in election. In
another way, the United Nations Development Programme (2009)
conceptualizes electoral process as fundamental to the attainment of political
order which most often involves high stakes which can be a catalyst or
acceleration of conflict. Electoral process is about procedures involved in
electing people into political offices in order to allocate resources in a political
system. If the process of electing leadership into political power is
characterized by insecurity, the credible people can be scared away and the
end product will be poor governance. That is why election is perceived as an
alternative to violence and a way of achieving good governance (Nwanegbo,
2015). All activities and procedures put in place to ensure periodic election of
political leaders by the electorate constitutes what is referred to as electoral
process and for the it to be adjudged good enough for the enthronement of
political leaders, every phase of it must be free, fair, transparent and inclusive
of all the eligible participants, including the women.

Theoretical framework

The paper adopted human security approach as its framework of
analysis. Human security approach proposes that if security policy and
analysis are to be effective and legitimate, they must pay attention to
individuals as the primary beneficiaries. As an approach, it argues that there
is an ethical responsibility to re-orient security around the individual citizens
in a society rather than placing emphasis on the territorial integrity of the state
and it should be in accordance with internationally recognized standards of
human rights and governance (Oxford Research Encyclopaedia, 2019).
Commission on Human Security(2003), argues that human security is needed
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so as to respond to the complexity and interrelatedness of both old and new
security threats arising from chronic and persistent poverty to ethnic violence,
human trafficking, climate change, terrorism, health issues and other socio-
economic challenges.

Human security approach emphasises protection of fundamental
freedoms that are essential to life. It also encompasses creating political,
social, economic, environmental, military and cultural systems that give
people the building blocks of survival, livelihood and dignity (Commission on
Human Security (CHS), 2003). It involves human elements of security, rights
and development. The characteristics of human security approach include
people-centredness, multi-sectorality, comprehensiveness, context-specificity
and prevention-oriented analysis (CHS, 2003). It places individuals at the
centre of analysis instead of the state. State security centres on the protection
of the territorial integrity of the state. From the traditional point of view,
security has to do with protection of the territory of the state and if the state is
protected, individuals living in it will also be protected. Human security
approach focuses on a wide range of dangers that might be faced by the
individual citizens and communities. It ex-rays the root causes of insecurities
by advancing people-centred or oriented approach that are locally driven in
providing solution to security challenges. Human security approach also
advances that the realization of human security will include the governments
and different actors such as regional and international organizations, non-
governmental organizations and local communities (Mbagwu, 2015).
However, it must be pointed out that state security and human security
approaches are interdependent. The point of departure of the human security
approach is that it emphasises the security of the people through development,
not through arms, cooperation, not confrontation, peace and not war (UNDP,
1994). Human security also focuses on protection of people from harms such
as political, economic, environmental, personal, communal among others.
According to the United Nations Development Programme (1994), human
security approach adopts two strategies namely protection and empowerment.
Protection shields people away from dangers while empowerment enables
them to develop their potentials. In ensuring human development, there is
need for human security approach to be adopted which will not only focus on
protection of border integrity but also on the socio-political and economic
well-beings and securities of people. The approach is adopted to anchor the
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paper because of postulating and emphasising human security in all its
ramifications particularly as it regards issues of violence.

As a people-centred approach, it considers the conditions that threaten
people’s survival, livelihood and dignity, therefore advocating for protection
and empowerment of individuals in the society. Since security provisioning is
not time-bound, it must also cover the period of election in order to allow
inclusivity in the electoral process. If insecurity characterizes electoral
process, women will not participate and essence of inclusive government is
jeorpadised. For instance, political violence is one of the security challenges
affecting peaceful conduct of elections scares women away and robs them of
exercising their political rights.

As a framework that emphasises protection of fundamental freedoms
that are essential to life, it is suitable to the paper because it advocates that
individuals should not be denied freedom particularly rights to participate in
civic responsibilities. Electoral process characterized by insecurity will not
attract the citizens’ participation particularly women who are allergic to
political violence. = Human security approach identifies and alleviates the
direct and structural violence that give room for insecurity to fester in a
society (Mbagwu, 2015). In addressing myriads of security challenges
prevalent in Nigeria, inclusive security approach needs to be adopted which
will enable the citizens including women to participate in the electoral
process.

Insecurity in Nigeria: An Historical Overview

Insecurity is not a new phenomenon in Nigeria, before the advent of
colonial invasion, it had been in place. Inter and intra-tribal conflicts were
prevalent creating atmosphere of uncertainty and fear among the people. The
prevalent wars in the pre-colonial period fed captives into the slave trade
industry which gave room for the Africans selling their brothers to the
Europeans who were used as labourers in the sugar plantation and as domestic
workers. The pre-colonial situation was characterised by insecurity which
prompted tribal groups to migrate to the perceived ‘secured places’.

Insecurity continued with colonialism and its characteristic oppressive
rule. The manner in which the British colonisers conquered some parts of
Nigeria particularly the North created an environment of insecurity in the
society.  Merging different ethnic groups existing independently further
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created atmosphere of tension and violence in Nigeria. As argued by
Agbalajobi (2016), colonialism is the root of violence particularly with the
introduction of election, which is one of the factors causing insecurity in the
country. From her perspective, colonialism built the culture of violence due to
its absolutist and oppressive rule adopted in seeking obedience to the British
government. The nature of colonial administration encouraged the use of
violence to enforce policies on the local people corralled together. Bringing
ethnic groups of diverse backgrounds together induced atmosphere of crisis
creating insecure environment as the major ethnic groups sought to dominate
the minority groups. A political system characterised by inter- and intra-ethnic
wrangling will be insecure for any credible and acceptable political activities
to take place. As regards the violent electoral process, it was part of the
electoral system during the colonial times as the case of the 1959 British
conducted elections which witnessed intimidation of opponents, ballot stuffing
and other irregularities (Jinadu, 1997).

In the post-independent Nigeria, insecurity has manifested in different
dimensions in the electoral process in form of political assassination,
gangsterism, hooliganism, killing of people, cultism, to mention but a few. The
first republic experienced insecurity caused by the electoral violence due to
winners-take all or zero-sum political culture and ethnicised politics which
eventually led to its collapse. For instance, the 1964 general elections
occasioned various dimensions of violence leading to insecurity in Nigeria. It
witnessed intimidation of political opponents, harassment of voters and
electoral officers and use of thugs to wreck havocs on the general body polity.
Also, the December 1965 Western regional election which was characterised
by insecurity that led to the declaration of state of emergency cannot be
forgotten in a jiffy in the political history of the region and Nigeria as a whole.

In the opinion of Agbalajobi (2016), electoral violence constituted a
serious security challenge in the first republic as a result of the nationalist
leaders’ attachment to the primordial interests. The ethnicised nature of
Nigeria’s politics aggravated the already tensed political environment which
led to the killing of people and destruction of property. Electioneering
campaigns during the time was characterized with violence creating
uncertainty across the land. It must be noted that election period in Nigeria is
like preparing for war of attrition. As noted by Ehinmore and Ehiah (2013),
electioneering campaign is associated with fake electoral promises,
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intimidation, confrontation, thuggery, political assassination and inciting hate
speech which can ignite pre- and post-election conflicts.

On the issue of security caused as a result of electoral violence, the
1983 general elections were replica of the 1965 Western regional elections
which led to the outright breakdown of law and order. The supporters of the
National Party of Nigeria were caught with stolen votes (Joseph, 1991 cited in
Awofeso et al., (2014). In the 1979 elections, the political environment was
relatively peaceful. But the most peaceful, credible, freest and fairest election
in the democratisation process in Nigeria was June 12 presidential elections
annulled by the retired military head of state, Gbadamosi Babangida. The
elections that ushered in the fourth republic was conducted by the Retired
General Abdulsalam Abubakar were violence free which was characteristic of
the military- conducted elections in Nigeria. The insecurity that permeated the
political terrain during the inglorious reign of the late General Sani Abacha
made the country to be treated as a pariah state. It is noteworthy that the
general insecurity that pervaded the political environment constituted a barrier
to women active involvement in the electoral process, before, during and after
elections in Nigeria. Since the military hand-over to the civilian administration
in Nigeria in the fourth republic, elections conducted have been the replica of
those of the first republic as they were charaterised by the symptomatic
experiences of ethnocentrism, parochialism, acrimony, rancor and
violence(Obialor&Ugochukwu,2015).  Lives and property were usually
destroyed during elections threatening the corporate existence of the nation as
ethnic groups agitated for secession at different times in the history of the
country. In the fourth republic in particular, insecurity has increased due to
lack of employment which has promoted abject poverty among the people
most especially the Nigerian youths. For instance, the 2003 general elections
were crisis-ridden and reminiscent of the violent elections which constituted
security threats to the national survival. Political assassination cuts across all
the geographical zones (Obi, 2015). With insecurity that characterised the
electoral process across the nation during the period, there was distrust in the
political system thereby discouraging many credible people particularly the
women to participate in politics. Insecurity also characterised 2011 post-
election period when more than 800 people were massacred in the North
including the youth corps members who served as electoral officials.

The spate of violence skyrocketed in 2009 with the emergence of Boko
Haram insurgency which devastated and depleted human and material
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resources in the North East, Nigeria. The insecurity is regionally- based but
gradually spreads its tentacles to the other parts of the country. For instance,
Boko Haram insurgency has been entrenched in the North East claiming lives
and property with no permanent solution in sight. The criminality perpetrated
by insurgents reached its highest apogee when 274 school girls were abducted
in Chibok in 2014 with only 93 of them released (Women International
League for Peace and Freedom, 2017). A lot of women and girls were
abducted by the insurgents and used as bush wives, sex slaves and suicide
bombers (WILPF, 2017).

Prevalence of militancy and kidnapping exacerbated the insecurity in
the South East, Nigeria. Kidnapping involves illegal keeping of an individual
in order to release the person after paying ransom. It is a way of making
money by the criminal gangs who will never mind if the person kept in
hostage dies or not. As observed by Nwagboso (2018), kidnapping became a
prevalent issue since 2007 after the general elections in Nigeria as the political
thugs used during the period became redundant. Herdsmen insurgency has
constituted a serious security threat in the North-Central, Nigeria which is
gradually spreading to other parts of the country. In the same vein,
insurrection of militant and ethnic militias such as Indigenous People of Biafra
(IPOB), Oodua People’s Congress (OPC), Movement for the Survival of the
Ogoni People (MOSOP), Niger Delta Vigilante Force (NDVF), Movement for
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta(MEND), Egbesu Boys, to mention but a
few, have contributed to the security challenges affecting Nigeria as a nation.
Insurrection of ethno nationalistic activities has compounded the security
challenges the government has to grapple with. In a situation where there is
terrorism (North East), militancy (South-South), separatist agitation (South
East), resource conflict (North-Central), ethno-religious conflicts, kidnapping
and a host of other security challenges, civic engagement will be difficult.

The porous nature of the Nigerian borders has not really helped the
matter with increased influx of light weapons being circulated by the criminal
gangs and other violent non- state actors. A political system characterised by
insecurity of different kinds will definitely scare away citizens from
performing their civic responsibilities.

Insecurity and Women Participation in the Electoral Process
Women face security challenge of diverse dimensions which adversely
affect their participation in the electoral process. Right from the domestic
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level, women face a lot of security issues due to human rights violations.
There is a general orientation that women are subordinate to men. They are to
be dominated in every aspect of social life. The patriarchal belief in some
African societies particularly Nigeria supports that women can be beaten as a
corrective measure. This has contributed in no small way to perpetuate
domestic violence against women until recently when women rights
organisations began to advocate against it. As a matter of fact, women who
face domestic and structural violence will not have the confidence of
participating in the electoral process because insecurity at home and in
political system will not encourage them to venture into public arena. As
argued by Agbalajobi (2016), whatever treatment a man gives to a woman
even if violent particularly within the family setting is accepted as the norm
and should be endured by her particularly when children are involved.

There are some insecurities that women face at the private realm that
are not observable but negatively affect their involvement in the electoral
process which constitute a psychological threat or social restriction
(Paasilinna, Palmer-Wetherald & Ritche, 2017). Insecurity perpetrated in
form of electoral violence can manifest in the family level in form of
psychological, economic and physical violence. Familial pressure is a form of
intimidation or forced disenfranchisement which may include spousal or
parental pressure on who to vote for, refusal to leave home to vote, refusal of
relatives to watch children for women to vote, among other challenges, affect
women disproportionately (Paasilinna, et al 2017). Psychological violence
which is a form of insecurity perpetuated against women debars them from
taking part in the electoral processes. This can be inflicted on women by the
family members, particularly their husbands. Threat of divorce is another form
of insecurity that women face which prevents them from participating in
politics generally, that is the more reason it is a common phenomenon that
women politicians are majorly divorcees, unmarried or widows. Due to violent
nature of the Nigerian political environment, husbands will not readily support
their women to go out to participate in politics particularly attending the night
political meetings. In the opinion of O’Connell and Ramshaw (2018), as
women’s political activity has grown, the frequency and degree of violent
responses to their presence in politics increased exponentially. According to
them, globally, politically active women such as voters, candidates, local
councilors, members of parliament, community activists, bloggers, among
others, often experience physical threats. Insecurity experienced by women
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particularly the active ones such as psychological, physical, sexual and
economic, in no small way perpetuate gender inequality in the political
process.

Party primary elections in Nigeria are also characterised with rancours
which can be allergic to women. During election periods, insecurity can
increase apathy among women thereby robbing them of meaningful exercise
of franchise. Women face sexual harassment from their male counterparts
which makes them lose interest in politics. Cases abound when women
aspirants were robbed of electoral victory as a result to failure to submit to
sexual overtures by the political party bigwigs and money bags. Social,
religious and cultural expectations of women’s electoral participation can
result in social, psychological, sexual, economic and physical forms of
electoral violence directed against women in the public sphere. Women
candidates face psychological and sexual forms of violence coupled with
economic and physical violence. Character assassination and slanders are also
targeted at women who particularly want to be voted into power.

National Democratic Institute (2017) also noted that abuse and
harassment that constitute psychological violence seek to delegitimize women
as political actors, undermine their confidence, competence and visibility in
the political and public spheres which negatively affect how they are portrayed
and perceived. In a situation where women face psychological violence, it
affects their confidence in participation in the electoral process dominated by
men and glass ceiling will be reinforced and social policies will be men-
centred. In the case of Nigeria, gender-based violence further exposes women
to insecurity and attendant vulnerabilities. The challenges have grown
astronomically in Nigeria particularly in the insurgence ridden areas of the
North East which manifests in form of forced and early marriage, sexual
assault, and this has led to psychological violence and harrowing experience
that can rob women of meaningful participation in the electoral process. In
the areas where insecurity is very prevalent, women find it difficult to register
as voters, cast votes or contest for elective posts.

One major electoral process that gives opportunity for the citizens to
express their will is election. Elections characterised with insecurity scare
away the voters particularly the women. In the history of the Nigerian
elections, hardly was there an election without security crisis. It must be noted
that political environment and events before election do give signal on what
will happen on the Election Day. In Nigeria, some election campaigns have
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been marred by violence causing death of people. For instance, prior to the
2015 general elections, a lot of people died during campaigns as a result of the
‘win or die’ attitude of the Nigerian politicians. Also, a preclude to the 2019
general elections, six states like Akwa Ibom, Kaduna, Plateau, Adamawa,
Kano and Rivers were hotbeds of electoral violence (International Crisis
Group, 2018). There were security challenges such as power struggle between
the incumbent APC and PDP to take over the control of the states, rivalry
between the incumbent and former governors, herder-farmer conflict and
activities of criminal groups who were recruited by the politicians to attack the
opposition (ICG, 2018).

The political environment had been tensed up in those states before
2019 general elections took place which prevented women from participating
actively in the electoral process. Insecurity also characterised the inauguration
of the APC campaign in Lagos state when political thugs invaded the venue
and engaged their opponents in a gun duel which claimed lives and property.

One of the major actors in creating an atmosphere of insecurity/
violence is the political party. Despite the fact most political parties in Nigeria
have women wings for mobilising women, yet, they are not always in support
of those ones who are actively involved in the politics, particularly as the
contestants. Many cases abound where political thugs were deployed to
intimidate, violate and assault women out of the political race. A lot of women
politicians at one point or the other faced gender-based violence to prevent
them from running for public offices. Those who proved deviant faced the
music by losing their lives or family members very dear to them.

It is noteworthy that when electoral process is characterised by
insecurity, women will stay off and this robs them of civic engagement. As
asserted by Paasilinna (2017), women do not have the economic means to
engage in “muscle” politics like the men who can hire thugs to perpetuate acts
of violence. Use of political thugs to militarize the political process makes it
uncomfortable for women to participate. According to Rasak and Garuba
(2017), women naturally are allergic to violence of any form and since men
make use of them, women cannot compete favourably well with them in the
political battlefield. One of the reasons why women did not feature
prominently in the just concluded 2019 elections was due to insecurity that
pervaded some parts of the country. Non- prosecution of perpetrators of
political violence who are supported financially by those in government has
made it difficult to curtail the abnormality and seems to have become an
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acceptable norm. The implication on the electoral system is that there will be
exclusion of a group of people who can make impactful contribution to
democratic development.

A political environment characterised by insecurity tends to perpetuate
gender inequality in the electoral process as an insignificant number of women
make inroad into politics. For instance, only 62 (4%) women were elected in
to public offices in 2019 general elections across board. A great decline was
experienced in the number of women that participated in the electoral process
in 2019 as a result of insecurity that pervaded the political system. The six
female presidential candidates who joined the political race stepped down
primarily because of the violent nature in the body polity. The militarisation of
the electoral process right from party primary causes intimidation to women
folk. Winners can emerge through the use of violence which prevents women
from being part of the problem solvers in the society. As accentuated by
Agbalajobi (2016), electoral violence is a major cause of low participation of
women in politics in Nigeria. The inability of the government at all levels to
make adequate security provisioning engenders gender inequality in the
electoral process. The basic responsibility of government is to ensure human
security is guaranteed and that is why there is a paradigm shift from state
security to human security. An electoral process characterized by insecurity
will not guarantee sanctity of the outcome, hence, unacceptable government
which perpetuates state violence against the masses will be enthroned.

Measures to take Against Insecurity Affecting Women Participation in the
Electoral Process

There is no doubt that insecurity affects socio-economic development
in Nigeria which also perpetuates low women participation in the electoral
process. Security provisioning as a matter of fact is not the sole responsibility
of the government, it is indeed a collective duty for state and non-state actors.
However, this should not prevent the government from seeing it as a primary
responsibility to protect its citizens. It is high time government at all levels
rose up to their responsibilities. Since government is the chief security
provider, there is need for state of emergency to be declared in the sector; by
training, retraining and equipping all security agencies with capacity building
to tackle every security challenge in the country. Acts of terrorism perpetrated
by the Boko Haram insurgents and herdsmen need total elimination for the
country to have peace. President Mohammed Buhari should wake up from
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slumber and deploy more human and material resources in flushing out
terrorist elements in Nigeria.

The Government needs to exercise the political will to fish out
‘spoilers’ or ‘conflict compradors’ among the security agents and government
officials benefitting from insurgency taking place in North East and North
Central, Nigeria. There are indeed invisible hands behind the throne fueling
acts of criminality against humanity perpetrated by the insurgents in the two
regions. If they are not fished out and prosecuted, insurgency will continue to
fester and political terrain will become much more militarised and women will
not have the boldness of participating in the electoral process.

Any political environment that experiences insecurity will not make
progress democratically because where there is no peace, democracy cannot
thrive.. One of the basic tenets of democracy as a representative system of
government is social inclusion but when there is insecurity, a large number of
people will be deprived of participating in the process, particularly women. It
becomes very important that all state and non-state actors see it as a collective
responsibility to ensure security of lives and property.

There is need for more security agents to be deployed to curb every act
of hooliganism, thuggery and political brigandage that scare electorate,
particularly women away. In all polling areas there is need for adequate
security measures to be put in place to protect the citizens performing their
civic responsibility. Security agents should be non-partisan in order to ensure
adequate provisioning of security during electioneering campaigns, voting and
counting of votes. There have been situations where the security agents looked
away while the political thugs snatched ballot boxes after unleashing violence
on the electorate. Cases also abound where security agents collaborated to
perpetrate acts of violence in order to disenfranchise people particularly
women during election. It is not also a hidden fact that in the electoral process,
security agents are used by the incumbent government officials to perpetuate
physical violence against women who are considered to be in opposition. Any
acts of violence committed by the security agents should be prosecuted to
serve as a deterrent in any election.

At the party level, a zero-tolerance should be developed against
victimisation of women who desire to participate in the political process as
voters or candidates. Therefore, legislation should be formulated and
implemented at the party level to criminalise any acts of thuggery or violence
perpetrated against women. Also, electoral acts/laws should see political
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violence perpetrated against the electorate particularly women as a crime
against humanity and should be treated as such. To an extent militarisation of
electoral process will be drastically reduced which will positively impact on
the number of lives lost during election period and also more women will have
confidence in participating. As a matter of fact, party primaries, to be specific,
should be conducted in the atmosphere devoid of chaos to give room for more
women to participate and make their positive impacts in the process.

Curbing violence against women in electoral process will take a
measure of tackling the structural and systemic factors and this will involve
engaging politically with the institutions particularly political parties and
parliaments that are complicit in perpetuating violence against women (O’
Connell, 2018).

In order to allow women to participate in the electoral process in
Nigeria, there is need for electronic governance to be explored and utilised in
the area of conducting elections. Electronic voting enables citizens to vote
conveniently whether from workplaces, homes or in any part of the country
provided there is internet connectivity. The essence of this is women in
particular will not be easy targets and victims of electoral violence. A
militarised political process scares women away, hence, gender inequality in
the electoral process holds sway. Not only will the provision of electronic
governance ease the government of cumbersomeness in the conduct of its
daily affairs, it will give room for inclusivity and responsiveness to women
category. Although, cost implication and adoption in the local areas may
constitute challenges, but there can be political education and awareness
creation at the grassroots level for electronic democratic practices to be
employed for conduct of election and ease of governance.

Conclusion

Insecurity has constituted a serious challenge in perpetuating low
participation of women in the electoral process in Nigeria. As a matter of fact,
insecurity has negatively impacted women participation in the electoral
process over the years. Insurgency in the North East, herdsmen terrorism in
the North Central, militancy and ethnic nationalism in the South-South and
South East coupled with electoral violence have been security issues
preventing women from actively participating in the electoral processes in
Nigeria. Insecurity perpetrated at the domestic level, security agents, political
parties/ thugs, and other violent non-state actors continuously affect women
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and constitute barriers to their engagement in the electoral processes. Right
from the family setting, women experience physical and psychological
violence which affect their self confidence in participating in the political
process. This is further reinforced by the violent political environment which
degrades the dignity of womanhood and robs women of making positive
impacts in the public arena. Any woman who has been abused, rejected and
dejected will not have the confidence to compete favourably well with men in
any electoral process. Therefore, there is need for an atmosphere of security
that will enhance human dignity particularly those of the women. This
requires a collective responsibility on the part of the government, non-
governmental organizations, citizens and security agents to ensure that peace
reign supreme in the country so that every Nigerian, every woman, will be
secure to make contribution towards building a democratic society. In order to
guarantee human security, a multi-sectoral approach needs to be adopted by
the government and all stakeholders. Attentions must to be paid to economic,
environmental, religious, political, etc., factors that engender insecurity in the
country.
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Abstract

This paper explored the implications for modern society of the divergent
theoretical views of Karl Marx on the class struggle and Mikhail Bakunin on
anarchism for the attainment and construction of a more humane, equal and
free modern society. Specifically, attention was focused on the contemporary
romanticization of terrorism as a tool for radical social change. Terrorism is
viewed, in this paper, essentially as a counter-weapon against the injustices of
contemporary capitalism and the liberation of the oppressed classes. It was
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the objective of this paper to demonstrate how terrorism arose from the
suppression of the class struggle and how it ironically obfuscated the class
struggle in the contemporary state. The paper was based on the proposition
that since terrorist targets were diffuse and largely misdirected the
contribution of terrorism as a strategy for social liberation and social
transformation was weak and negative. Revolutionary theory as enunciated by
Marx, Engels and Lenin served as the theoretical framework for the study.
Data collection was mainly from secondary sources and the method of
analysis adopted essentially qualitative and historical. A content analysis of
the relevant works of Marx and Bakunin was also undertaken. It was a major
conclusive remark of this paper that Bakunin’s anarchist revolutionary
strategy is largely responsible for the emergence and prevalence of terrorist
organisations and tactics in the oppressed and exploited Third World
countries. It was therefore recommended that strategies for closing the gap
between opulence and the poverty would be necessary for defusing terrorism.

Key words: Anarchism, Terrorism, class struggle, exploitation, inequality, the
state

Introduction

The history of the development of human societies is replete with
records of various forms of terrorist actions undertaken by both the state,
individuals and organised groups to achieve various purposes. Though what
could generally come under the umbrella term of terrorism could be traced
even to biblical times, contemporary terrorism is usually colligated with the
French Revolution of 1789. Terrorism derives from the Latin word terrere,
meaning “to cause to tremble or quiver.”” Robespierre’s “Reign of Terror”
was unleashed on the ‘enemies’ of the Revolution who were either
imprisoned, tortured, or beheaded and has gone down on recorded as the first
modern example of state terrorism (Ritzer, 2007: 136).

What Maxmilien Robespierre, one of the twelve leaders of the new
French state in 1793, had instituted as a dictatorship for the purpose of
achieving political stability, became the symbol of modern terrorism. His
justification was the necessity to subdue the ‘enemies of liberty’ in the process
of that massive social transformation of the ancient monarchical regime in
France into a new stable and progressive liberal democracy. Zalman (2018
https://www.thoughtco.com) defined terrorism as ‘“the unlawful use of
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violence to achieve political gains” and traced its history to ‘“humans'
willingness to use violence to achieve political power”. Though earlier actions
or activities that could be termed terrorist have been identified, scholars are
generally of the view that terrorism would be analytically more useful if
treated with a perception of modernity.
Terrorism is best thought of as a modern phenomenon. Its
characteristics flow from the international system of nation-
states, and its success depends on the existence of a mass media
to create an aura of terror among large groups of people
(Zalman, 2018 https://www.thoughtco.com).

Mention could be made of Barabbas that the Jews demanded to be
released instead of Jesus Christ. “And there was one named Barabbas, which
lay bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed
murder in the insurrection” (Book of Mark 15: 7). Obviously, those were a
series of terrorist actions undertaken to achieve the liberation of the Jews from
Roman imperial domination. Sicarii Zealots (dagger men), another Jewish
group, also adopted murder and assassination as weapons for the liberation of
Judea from the Romans in the first century AD. From the 11t to the 13th
century the Hashhashin, from whom the word “assassin” was derived,
operated in Syria and Iran (Zalman, 2018 https://www.thoughtco.com).

In the build up toward the 1917 Russian Revolution the Narodnaya
Volya’s relentless attacks facilitated the collapse of the Tsarist state in Russia.
Terrorism is also usually associated or equated with anarchism. Russian
anarchists and Narodniks (populists) advocated and actually deployed political
terror and were responsible for assassinating Czar Alexander II on March 1,
1881 in the city of Saint Petersburg, for which they were dreaded (Lewis,
https://www.origins.osu.edu/connecting-history/top-ten-origins-terrorist-
attacks). From guerrilla tactics adopted by several Third World groups in their
anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggles terrorism has become a global
phenomenon, particularly in the developing countries of Africa, Latin America
and Asia.

Repression has been defined as “the use or threat of actions taken by
state authorities, or their supporters, against opponents or potential opponents
to prevent, weaken, or eliminate their capacity to oppose policies” (Darity Jr
ed., 2008). Authorities include security forces and paramilitary agencies that
target groups or individuals because of their political beliefs. State terror is a
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repressive action or strategy by the state to instil fear and ensure quiescence in
the entire population. Repression is viewed essentially as violence by the state.

What is termed the triumph of anarchism is the globally expanding
scope of terrorist organizations and activities and the fear it has instilled in the
leaders and citizens of these nations, which are committing immense
proportions of their national resources to tackle the ugly menace. The steady
spread in scope, intensity of action and subtlety of strategy have become the
scourge of the modern societies, both developed and developing, and for
which people thread with caution, fear and trepidation everywhere. Though
terrorism has a conceptual specificity other forms of violence such as
abduction, militancy, and insurrection would collectively be termed terrorist
for the purpose of this paper since they all indicate the absence of social
cohesion and stability in the state. Terrorism is no longer a fleeting episode
that could be wished away but has rather assumed a dynamic that calls for
proper academic attention with a view to attaining a better society for the
future.

The Problem

Terrorism has gripped the modern world by the jugular. No part of the
world is outside the reach of disguised and constantly lurking terrorists and
nobody is completely free and secure from possible terrorist action or the treat
of it, especially the post-colonial states of Africa, Asia and Latin America.
These countries have become the breeding ground and recruitment channels
for terrorist cells from where sudden and unexpected attacks are launched on
targets across the world. Prior to the romanticization and intensification of
terrorism in the contemporary world the most potent instrument of workers
against the government and employers were strikes, protests, demonstrations,
work-to-rule, etc. Despite the institutionalization of the process of resolving
labour disputes through collective bargaining the suppression of workers’
demands and agitations has been the hallmark of the “over-developed” post-
colonial state (Alavi, 1972), with its all-powerful instruments of violence, and
acting with “absolutism and arbitrariness” (Ake, 2001 p. 2-3).

This paper’s central thesis is that the persistent brutal suppression of
the class struggle is mainly responsible for the adoption of anarchic or terrorist
strategies by the oppressed to confront the contemporary, largely capitalist,
state and international capitalism. The disagreement between Marx and
Bakunin in the First International was over the appropriate strategy for the
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working class in its struggle against the ruling class and its oppressive state.
Though the concept of revolution provided a common ground between the two
revolutionary thinkers the dispute over the class struggle and anarchism was
sharp enough to destroy the solidarity of the international working class’
organisation. Even in the Second International Lenin had referred to Left-
Wing Communism as an ‘infantile disorder’, to discredit the anarchists and
their strategy of tactless destruction.
In the period following its crushing — a consequence, in
Engels's view, of its lack of centralization and authority and the
failure to use its coercive authority freely enough —the tendency
towards state socialism of both the Marxist and reformist
varieties gained ground. Some anarchists then adopted the
tactic of 'propaganda by the deed' —acts of assassination of
political leaders and terrorism of the bourgeoisie — intended to
encourage popular insurrections (Bottomore ed., 2001 p. 22).

Part of the problem of this paper is what appears to be wrong targeting of the
terrorists. Stories of abduction of wealthy capitalists or targeting of residential
arecas of the wealthiest beneficiaries and drivers of the capitalist world
economy are very rare. In the main terrorist attacks are usually targeted at the
common, crowded markets, bus or train loading points, stadia, etc. where the
victims are the same poor and wretched people whose liberation they claim to
be their objective. That is a major contradiction of the anarchist/terrorist
revolutionary strategy in the contemporary world. From that perspective it
would appear that the wealthy capitalist class is the ultimate beneficiary of
terrorism.

That notwithstanding however governments across the globe still
commit enormous resources to tackle terrorism and insurgency in terms of
weapons, surveillance equipment, information gathering, media propaganda,
etc. Diverting such resources in financially challenged post-colonial
economies constitutes a serious threat to their developmental aspirations.

Another problem is the increasing level of unemployment and poverty
across the world. Most of the youthful terrorists are lured into these groups
with mouth-watering financial inducement that is difficult to resist because of
the miserable economic condition to which capitalism has reduced them.
Terrorism appears to be increasing in proportion as the level of unemployment
and poverty rises. These are the identified problems that this paper addresses.
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Aim and Objectives of Study

This paper aims to study the differential effects of the class struggle and
terrorism/anarchism as revolutionary strategies and the responses of the state
to the process of social transformation into a more humane society. The
specific objectives are to:

1. Analyse the disagreement between Karl Marx and Mikhail Bakunin on
the class/revolutionary struggle.

2. Demonstrate how anarchist/terrorist action intensifies with the
suppression of the class struggle.

3. Examine how anarchism/terrorism obfuscates the class struggle and, in

the process, gains more prominence and receives greater attention.

Research Questions

1. What were the points of disagreement between Karl Marx and Mikhail
Bakunin on the class/revolutionary struggle?

2. How does anarchist/terrorist action intensify with the suppression of
the class struggle?

3. In what ways does anarchism/terrorism obfuscate the class struggle
and, in the process, gain more prominence and receive greater
attention?

Research Propositions

1. The disagreement between Karl Marx and Mikhail Bakunin has a
negative effect on the class/revolutionary struggle.

2. Where the class struggle is suppressed anarchist/terrorist actions would
intensify and flourish.

3. Since terrorism thrives on disguised identity it obfuscates the class

struggle and, in the process, gains more prominence and receives
greater attention.

Methodology

Data collection for this study was mainly from secondary sources such
as books, journals, newspapers, magazines, documentaries and internet
sources and the method of analysis adopted was essentially qualitative,
normative, analytical, conceptual and historical. A content analysis of the
relevant works of Marx and Bakunin was also undertaken and proved to be an
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invaluable component of the study. Baseline data presented in tables also
greatly enriched the paper.

Theoretical Framework
The framework for proper theoretical guidance in this study derives

from the revolutionary theory of Marx, Engels, and Lenin. It is based on the
argument that the contemporary capitalist state and society thrive on class
inequality, injustice, exploitation and repression, thus instigating a class
struggle that would eventually result in a revolution leading to the inevitable
destruction of the bourgeois state and its transformation into a proletarian state
(Giddens, 1978 p. 207). Divergent views among revolutionary thinkers
ruminate on the most appropriate strategy for achieving this objective. Social
democrats like Kautsky and Bernstein believe in the possibility of a non-
violent revolutionary transition while core Marxists insist on what is termed
the “smashing of the state”. All previous revolutions are said to have merely
perfected or reinforced the state machine but “the working class cannot simply
lay hold of the state machinery and wield it for its own purposes, but that it
must break, smash and destroy that machinery” (Miliband, 1970 pp. 309-319;
McLellan, 1980 pp. 22-38). Smashing of the state is interpreted differently by
Marxists and Anarchists. While to the former it implies a systematic
dismantling of the bourgeois state institutions and their recomposition into a
hegemonic workers’ state which would eventually “wither away” (Lenin, 2014
p. 52), the latter demand total freedom from any form of rule over workers.
Smashing of the bourgeois state rather than peaceful transition involves a
violent process.

For it is of course one of the basic tenets of Marxism, and one

of its basic differences with anarchism, that while the

proletarian revolution must smash the old state, it does not

abolish the state itself: a state remains in being, and even

endures for a long time to come, even though it begins

immediately to "wither away" (Miliband, 1970 pp. 309-319).

The contradictory visions of a post-revolutionary society held by Marxists and
anarchists are the results of disparate philosophical lines of thought on several
historical and theoretical issues. Marx himself had thought that the issue of
post-revolutionary social organisation should not be a subject of speculation
but rather a practical and objective experience, thus leaving no guiding
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principles on practical challenges that later confronted Lenin, who strongly
attacked the anarchists and insisted on the need to retain the state in the
transitional period of the dictatorship of the proletariat (Schapiro, 1979 p. 16;
Lane, 1982 p. 10). Two key institutions were the bureaucracy and the military
on which Marx argued for “the suppression of the standing army, and the
substitution for it of the armed people” (quoted by Lenin, 2009 p. 43).
However, the practical challenge of transforming the military into an armed
people was a task better left in the hands of leaders after a successful socialist
revolution.
Lenin was equally to stress, as did Marx before him and Mao
after him, that workers’ power could immediately be equated
with, and did not automatically entail, the victory of socialism.
It inaugurates an epoch of transition whose successful outcome
is not pre-given, but depends upon a long, difficult, and
stubborn class struggle, which after the overthrow of capitalist
rule, after the destruction of the bourgeois state, after the
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, does not
disappear . . . but merely changes its form and in many respects
becomes fiercer (Corrigan, et al 1978: p. 25).

The class struggle merely changes form after the overthrow of the feudal state
and upon its ruins the emergence of the bourgeois state, matures in the process
of the development of capitalism and, successfully overthrows the bourgeois
state and is sustained in the process of socialist construction. Anarchist/
terrorist methods, such as the Narodnaya Volya in Russia, may be necessary in
the revolutionary process, but as part of the class struggle, would be
streamlined towards the institution of the proletarian state based on the
dictatorship of the proletariat, before progressing toward a classless
communist society (Lane, 1982 p. 25). That’s as far as the romance between
anarchism and the class struggle can go. Beyond that anarchism romanticizes
the idea of perfect freedom and equality, and rejects any form of authority.

For Marxism the class struggle, instigated by capitalist exploitation,
oppression, deprivation and alienation, remains the fundamental dynamic of
the revolutionary process. The state is the product of the irreconcilability of
the class struggle rather than an institution for the reconciliation of classes.
Engels (1978 p. 205) diverged from Hegel and rather noted that:
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The state is, therefore, by no means a power forced on society
from without; just as little is it “the reality of the ethical
idea . . . the image and reality of reason,” as Hegel maintains.
Rather, it is a product of society at a certain stage of
development; it is the admission that this society has become
entangled in an insoluble contradiction with itself, that it has
split into irreconcilable antagonisms which it is powerless to
dispel.

The state emerged at a particular historical period as an instrument of
class exploitation and remains so, which necessitates its being smashed.
However, “The state is not abolished. It withers away” (Lenin, 2014 p. 52) in
the process of transition into a communist society. During the transition the
state is turned from "a state of bureaucrats" into "a state of armed
workers" (Miliband, 1970 p. 312). What this translates into is precisely the
notion that the proletariat can both dominate and govern during its own
dictatorship as a continuation of the class struggle.

The Firestorm between Marx and Bakunin

With each normative political thinker is imbued a cosmological
perception of historical and contemporary events from a deep introspection
peculiar to his genus as well as the philosophical tool for reshaping society to
achieve the anticipated good life for humanity. These reflective thoughts have
foreshadowed the future lives of generations of human communities. Two of
such thinkers were burdened by the extremities of a sharply dichotomized
modern society separated by so much opulence, comfort and opportunities at
one pole and degradation and hopelessness at the other. While one advocated
an organised vehicle for contending and contesting with the oppressor in the
hope of reorganizing society based strictly on a preconceived vision, the other
is completely averse to any form of governance or rule. Precisely at this point
arose several strands of the chasm and acerbic rivalry between the two
theoretical and philosophical paradigms.

While Marx based his theory of class struggle and historical
development of human societies on a philosophy of definite stages of
historical and social evolution that of Bakunin was purely spontaneous, being
less of a systematic thinker or system builder and never pretended to be so.
Bakunin was “not a philosopher and not an inventor of systems like Marx”
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(Dolgoft, 1971 p. xiv). Though Joseph Proudhon is clothed with the toga of
the father of anarchism much of the philosophical espousal and pragmatic
activism for the realisation of an anarchist society rested on the shoulders of
Bakunin. He refused to recognize any preconceived system or laws that
shaped human history. He believed that no theory can ‘save the world’, but
rather practical spontaneous action and in the aftermath a society of totally
free and equal citizens without government or any form of rule. “Anarchism
signifies the condition of being without rule” (Ritzer, 2007 p. 136). Bakunin
had contended that teaching workers or labourers theories of revolutionary
consciousness, organisation and action would simply quench the revolutionary
fire in them.

More frightening is a graffiti inscribed to his credit stating that “the
urge to destroy is a creative urge”. The immediate impulse of the anarchists in
any evolutionary situation is that singular drive to destroy. Nothing of the old
order should be left standing as, henceforth, the functional relevance of any
object in close affinity with the bourgeois state would be in the dustbin of
history.

Bakunin's strategy envisaged spontaneous uprisings of the
oppressed classes, peasants as well as industrial workers, in
widespread insurrections in the course of which the state would
be abolished and replaced by autonomous communes, federally
linked at regional, national and international levels. The PARIS
COMMUNE of 1871 hailed by Bakunin as a bold and out-
spoken negation of the state'-approximated to this anarchist
model of revolution (Bottomore ed., 2001 p. 22).

In the doctrine of the anarchists the lumpen proletariat, the peasantry, the
unemployed, the outlaws, underground world, criminals, unprivileged, urban
mob, street urchins, pick-pockets, and all those untainted by bourgeois urban
luxury, are the most revolutionary. The dregs and the very scum of society, the
downtrodden gutter elements, men without property and no hope of regular
employment, possess the strongest impulse for revolutionary action and are
responsible for shaping human history. Bakunin, locked in a fierce contest for
the leadership of the First International with Marx, had idealized the
irrepressible spontaneous primitive movement or uprising and positive action
of the hopeless social dregs and wretched urban mob for possessing the
strongest revolutionary voice and strength in shaping human history rather
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than an organised, overfed and over-pampered, white-collar working class
vanguard seeking to replace the bourgeois in their self-seeking exploitative
institutions (Bakunin, 2007). Some have pointed to the liberation movements
against colonialism in the Third World and the examples of Russia, Spain,
China and peripheral Europe - backward and spontaneous — as vindication of
the anarchist position. Spontaneous revolutionary action rather than
systematically planned labour movement, Bakunin and his anarchists argued,
held the key for achieving the anticipated free society (Bakunin, 2007). But
Marxists also claim the credit for these revolutionary achievements and their
leaders align more with Marxism than Bakuninism, though anarchic/terrorist
tactics had been deployed (Marx & Engels, 2010 pp. 97-108).

In that bitter intra working class struggle Marx had series of
intellectual encounters with Max Stirner, Pierre Joseph Proudhon, Mikhail
Bakunin, Peter Kropotkin, Rudolph Rocker, and Alexander Berkman, with
tolerable variations, as the leading anarchists. Consequently, anarchism is “a
heterogeneous political field, containing a host of variations — for instance,
organization versus spontaneity, peaceful transition versus violence,
individualist versus collectivist means and ends, romanticism versus science,
and existential versus structural critique of domination” (Ritzer, 2007 p. 136).
Theoretical anarchist variations such as libertarianism, libertarian socialism,
syndicalism, anarcho-syndicalism, have blurred the essential disparity between
Marxist-socialism and anarchism (Chomsky, 2013 pp. 9-11). Guelin (quoted in
Chomsky, 2013 p. 19) identified a distinction between the anarchism of the
nineteenth century “as essentially doctrinal, while the twentieth century, for
the anarchists, has been a time of revolutionary practice”. Differing
interpretations of anarchism made it apparently expedient for some anarchist
leaders to participate in the “unconsummated social revolution” and the
communist-dominated government in Spain, hoping to use that platform to
“prevent the revolution from deviating and in order to carry it further beyond
the war, and also to oppose any dictatorial tendency, from wherever it might
come” (Chomsky, 2013 p. 52). To avoid getting befuddled by the various
anarchist persuasions and losing focus this paper would stick to the orthodox
Bakuninist theoretical stipulations on anarchism, while as much as possible
maintaining the essential identifiable and unifying thread that runs through the
thoughts of other anarchists.

Utopia of Anarchist Autonomy and Classless Society
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Anarchism or Bakuninism is a philosophical doctrine and movement
that rejects the idea and necessity for political authority but maintains that an
ethical social order that engenders freedom and equality is possible and
desirable without such overarching authority.

Its central negative thrust is directed against the core elements
that make up the modern state: its territoriality with the
accompanying notion of frontiers; its sovereignty, implying
exclusive jurisdiction over all people and property within its
frontiers; its monopoly of the major means of physical coercion
by which it seeks to uphold that sovereignty, both internally
and externally; its system of positive law which claims to
override all other laws and customs; and the idea of the nation
as the paramount political community. The positive thrust of
anarchism is directed towards the vindication of 'natural
society', i.e. a self-regulated society of individuals and freely-
formed groups (Bottomore ed., 2001 p. 22).

Through a series of articles written in the wake of the events in Spain during
the summer of 1873, Engels parodied the anarchists or Bakuninists who
participated in the abortive cantonal revolts that were eventually
overshadowed by the bourgeois counter-revolution of 1868-74. With the
government’s announcement that elections were to be held into the
Constituent Cortes on May 10, 1873 the leaders of the Bakuninists were in a
predicament as their continued avoidance of political participation became
difficult and frustrating. In line with the anarchist philosophy its adherents had
been preaching for years that no part should be taken in a revolution “that did
not have as its aim the immediate and complete emancipation of the working
class, that political action of any kind implied recognition of the State, which
was the root of all evil, and that therefore participation in any form of
elections was a crime worthy of death” (Engels, 1894, http://www.marxists.org/
archive/marx/works/1864iwma/1872-hag/index, Retrieved 15/05/2019). It thus turned out:
That most of the members of the International, including the
anarchists, took part in the elections with no programme, no
banner, and no candidates, thereby helping to bring about the
election of almost exclusively bourgeois republicans. Only two
or three workers got into the Chamber, and they represent
absolutely nothing, their voice has not once been raised in
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defence of the interests of our class, and they cheerfully voted
for all the reactionary motions tabled by the majority (Engels,
1894, http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864iwma/1872-hag/
index, Retrieved 15/05/2019).

Their advocacy was strictly for anarchy and autonomy, the abolition of all
authority, especially that of the state, and the immediate and complete
emancipation of the workers the achievement of which the Spanish revolution
offered the best available opportunity for practical enforcement of what Engels
termed their “ultra-revolutionary” doctrine.
As soon as they were faced with a serious revolutionary
situation, the Bakuninists had to throw the whole of their old
programme overboard. First, they sacrificed their doctrine of
absolute abstention from political, and especially electoral,
activities. Then anarchy, the abolition of the State, shared the
same fate. Instead of abolishing the State they tried, on the

contrary, to set up a number of new, small states (Engels, 1894,
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864iwma/1872-hag/index,

Retrieved 15/05/2019).

The opportunity offered by the Spanish revolution to put to practice the most
celebrated principles of anarchy such as free federation of independent groups,
was not very successful, but rather resulted in a “senseless fragmentation of
the revolutionary resources”, which enabled the “government to conquer one
city after another with a handful of soldiers, practically without resistance”.
But if anarchist autonomy failed in Spain so was the class struggle and
progress toward a stateless communist society in Russia, China and elsewhere
simply because they are utopias that should serve more as guiding principles
than objectively realisable revolutionary goals. But despite its obvious flaws
socialist principles still subsist in Russia, China, Cuba, Venezuela, achieved by
revolutionary means. Several other countries are also producing socialist-
oriented governments in Spain, Greece, and even France. However, to identify
anarchist states one could only point to the failed states in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syria, etc. as displayed on Table 1 below.

Table 1: The World's Most War-Torn, Conflict-ridden and Failed States
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Afghanistan
Mexico
Somalia
Nigeria
Sudan

South Sudan
Libya
Pakistan

Egypt

Democratic Republic of
the Congo

Yemen
Ethiopia
Ukraine

Source: World Facts

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-world-s-most-war-torn-countries

The Class Struggle and its Suppression
The more the class struggle was suppressed the more terrorist/anarchist

49,742

23,898
23,539
12,224
5,575
4,684
3,891
3,544
2,865
1,803
1,707

1,565
1,375
1,114
902

strategies were adopted in the struggle for the liberation of the masses from
the oppressive capitalist state. Universally the most common official
instrument for limiting workers’ liberty from getting unionised, registering
with a union, participating in a strike action or open protest, is legislation. In
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several countries industrial courts have been established to determine the
legality of the actions of unions and their leaders. Industrial arbitration panels
are sometimes constituted to prevent the escalation of trade disputes between
workers and their employers. Other industrial dispute resolution mechanisms
include self-help (resolution based on the utilisation of an existing agreement),
mediation (through a mediator mutually acceptable to both parties), and
conciliation, through an Act that empowers the minister to appoint a fit person
to reconcile parties in an industrial dispute (ILO, 2011; Akinbode, 2019).

Institutionalising or formalising the mechanisms for resolution of
labour disputes has been a potent instrument by capitalists and governments to
drastically reduce or frustrate labour actions and accordingly put labour in
perpetual slavery and exploitation without revolutionary resistance (Giddens,
1978 p. 201). In many countries, workers cannot embark on a strike without
the approval of the Industrial Court, and since it is a court established, funded,
members appointed, operates under laws enacted, and under the authority of
the government the direction of their verdicts is not farfetched. Despite being
greatly discouraged by these intimidating layers of legal huddles the world
keeps witnessing labour actions.

Twenty-first century Labour Strikes

* 2015 United Steel Workers Oil Refinery Strike

y 2015 British national rail strike of 21 May.

* 2015 London underground strike of 9 July.

2015 York University Teaching Assistant, Graduate Assistant, Research
Assistant and Contract Faculty Strike

* 2015 Shell Oil refinery in Deer Park, Texas

2015 London underground strike of 6 August.

2015 Public-sector, air travel, retail, and transport strikes throughout
Finland on September 18

* 2015 WCAU Photographers and Camera Operators Strike

* 2015 Kohler Strike

2016 Jewelers strike in India against excise duty

* 2016-17 The Chronicle Herald strike

2016 Verizon workers' strike

2016 China Airlines flight attendant labour unions

* 2016 Southern Rail strike in England

2016 Video game voice actor strike
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2016 Kenya Medical Practitioners and Dentists Union Strike

2017 Vandenberg Air Force Base civilian workers

* 2017 Charter Communications Spectrum CATV IBEW Local 3 strike
NYC Date: March 28

2017 Palestinian General Strike in support of political prisoners’
hunger strike

* 2017: 2017 Brazilian general strike

* 2017: 3rd October Catalan independentists General Strike
* 2017: 8 November Catalan independentists General Strike
* 2018 teachers' strike in the United States

* 2018 2018 York University strike: Teaching Assistants, Graduate
Assistant, Research Assistant, and Contract Faculty Strike

* 2018: Arizona teachers strike

* 2018: Brazil truck drivers' strike

* 2018: SNCF train transport strike in France

* 2018: Vermont nurses' strike

* 2018: Iran truck drivers' strike

* 2018: Rhode Island nurses' and allied health professionals' strike

* 2018: Marriott Hotels strike

* 2018: Feb 23-present: 2018—19 education workers' strike in the United
States

2018-present: School strike for climate
* 2019: 8-9th January India General Strike
* 2019: China Airlines pilots

Official crackdown on labour has become an indispensable insignia of the
modern state. The gains of capital in terms of investment turn-over constitute a
loss to labour in much the same way as the gains of labour through improved
welfare eat deep into the profit margins of the capitalist. Here lies the source
of irreconcilable contradiction between labour and capital that will end in the
revolutions that would destroy the capitalist state which functions to sustain
the exploitation of labour by capital. Consequently, capital would react
negatively to the gains of labour unions achieved through sustained agitation.
The successes of Indonesian labour unions have led to a strong
backlash from capital and the state. Employers have taken the
threat of a strike wave seriously and tried to consolidate their
power. Multinational corporations, including Samsung seem to
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be behind those who are going on a reactionary offensive
against workers’ strikes (New Internationalist, 11 January
2018).

Crackdown on labour is to ensure wide profit margins for capital and that
precisely is the purpose of capitalist investment. Labour strikes are a serious
threat to capitalist profit, hence the crackdown as a necessary tool for
containing labour, and since the state is a capitalist state it must act in the
interest of capital. The crackdown is not organised by the employer but by the
state in the interest of capital. Iran offers a classic modern example of state
intolerance of labour emancipation.
Council for Coordination among Teachers Unions reported that
the authorities have arrested at least 12 teachers since
November 11 and reportedly summoned and interrogated 30
more. The authorities arrested Hashem Khastar, a prominent
Teachers Union member in Mashhad, on November 1, after the
first walkout, and held him in a psychiatric hospital until
November 19, then released him. Three other prominent
members of the teacher’s union are also currently behind bars
in Iran. Iran’s recent crackdown on labor activists has extended
to the private sector. On November 18, the Telegram channel of
the Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane Workers' Syndicate reported that
authorities arrested all members of the association of labour
representatives for the Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane company,
including two of the group’s prominent leaders, Esmael
Bakhshi and Mohsen Armand. On November 20, Mosfata
Nazari, the prosecutor of Shoosh County, told reporters that
authorities have released 15 labour activists who were arrested
during the protests. Rasoul Bodaghi, a Teachers Union member
who spent seven years in prison from 2009 to 2016 for his
peaceful activism, told Human Rights Watch that authorities
detained Khastar in the hospital without bringing charges.
Sadighe Maleki, Khastar’s wife told the Centre for Human
Rights on October 25 that authorities at the hospital requested
permission from the Mashhad’s prosecutor’s office before
allowing her to visit (Mehri, B., Human Rights Watch, 13
November, 2018).



Studies in Politics and Society; Volume 9, Number 1&2, Dec., 2020 Ivi

Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and article 8 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) protect the right to form and join labour unions.
Iran is a party to both of these treaties. Iran is a member of the International
Labour Organization (ILO), but has refused to sign the treaty’s convention 87
on Freedom of Association and the Protection of the Right to Organize and 98
on the Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining.

A series of Amnesty International Reports indicate states’ high
handedness against labour protests all over the world. In Turkey 35 workers
and union officials from the Renault plant were sentenced in 2018 for
violating the Turkish law on assemblies and demonstrations. More than 1,000
people have been arbitrarily detained following the protests, with some having
been brought to court in trials that do not meet international fair trial
standards. Witnesses told Amnesty International of widespread torture and
other ill-treatment including being made to roll in sewage or ashes from burnt
tyres. Amnesty International “confirmed that doctors have attended to 343
cases of people injured during protests and after arrests. Of these, 78 people
had suffered gunshot wounds and four had been bitten by dogs which were set
on them by the authorities” (Amnesty International, cited in Premium Times,
January 23, 2019). In Sudan officials claim at least 26 people, including two
security personnel, died during a month of protests, while rights group
Amnesty International put the death toll at more than 40. Upon their return
from a strike action, more than 1,600 workers were notified that they had been
laid off due to their alleged involvement in the unrest on December 20 in
Bangladesh. Clamp down on labour unions and their leaders is a universal
phenomenon involving almost all states mainly because it is viewed as a threat
to the existence of the state. However, the long-term effect of this crackdown
on labour is the emerging phenomenon of anarchist terrorism across the globe.

Terrorism/Anarchism and the Class Struggle

Terrorist groups usually recruit disaffected, alienated, unemployed and
distraught individuals, and then expose them to strong ideologies like
nationalism, religion, ethnicity and race. These downtrodden are, through
constant indoctrination, made to hate the other group and devalue human life,
a psychological condition necessary for committing terrorist acts. In recent
history, political opposition groups such as anarchists, Marxists and
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nationalists on the left to fascists and the ultra-right genus have adopted
terrorist tactics to promote their agenda, through bombing, destroying
property, political assassination, shooting, arson, and other forms of
destructive crudity to attack and instil fear in the public. Colonial national
liberation movements in the Third World, such as the Mau Mau in Kenya,
Maji Maji in Tanzania, the Palestinians in the Middle East, the Irish
Republican Army in Britain, the Basque Separatist Movement in Spain, the
PKK in Turkey, etc. have all adopted similar terrorist patterns in their
respective struggles for freedom and equality.

The term has also been associated in the twentieth century with
indiscriminate or excessive use of violence. State terrorism has also been
levelled against actions of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, the Soviet Union, the
United States, Israel, and other countries. US state terrorist actions in
Southeast Asia, Africa, South America, etc. are well known. In the 1980s the
US became the only country that has ever been convicted by the World Court,
which condemned US action against Nicaragua under Ortega (Chomsky,
1988). From the 1980s to the present, terrorists have constructed spectacles of
terror to promote their causes, attack their adversaries, and gain worldwide
publicity and attention through their own media outlets and networks. Terror
spectacle is a new strategy being increasingly utilised as a significant part of
contemporary terrorism and various groups systematically adopt it to promote
their agenda. Sensational and awe-inspiring terrorist acts are promoted as
media or terror spectacles to gain worldwide attention, dramatize or
sensationalise terrorist actions and achieve their political objectives (Kellner,
2003).

Hijacking airplanes has been a standard terrorist practice from the
1970s when the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine hijacked three
western jetliners. The group forced the planes to land in the Jordanian desert,
and then blew them up in an incident known as “Black September”. In 1972,
Palestinian gunmen from the same movement stunned the world when they
took Israeli athletes hostage at the Munich Olympic Games. In June 1985, a
double bombing of Air India jets originating from Canada attracted global
attention, same with the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie,
Scotland. On September 11, 1993 the World Trade Centre was bombed in New
York by Islamic terrorists linked to Osama bin Laden, as the most spectacular
terrorist aggression. An American born terrorist, Timothy McVeigh, bombed
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 and
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wounding more than 500. Further, the bin Laden group assaulted US
embassies in Africa in 1998 and a US destroyer harboured in Yemen in 2000.

These actions introduced the world to modern terrorism and this paper
argues that when the poor, wretched, economically deprived and socially
displaced persons are denied the regular route of labour unions to perform
their critical roles as stake holders in civil society they tend to resort to
anarchist/terrorist violence as the only available alterative. Consequently, the
more workers are repressed and alienated the more they become useful
instruments in terrorist organisations. More often than not the modern state
views workers and their unions as an unnecessary inconvenience that should
be crushed or suppressed. Except in extreme cases the usual weapon of
workers is strike action. But when channels for ventilating their grievances are
closed then the resort to terrorist violence becomes inevitable.

Workers revolutions produced the socialist states of the Soviet Union,
China, Cuba, East Germany, Poland, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Rumania,
Albania, Bulgaria, Vietnam, North Korea, Cambodia, Angola, Tanzania,
Hungary, Mozambique, etc. This socialist map of the world has receded
tremendously. Among them only China, Cuba, North Korea, Venezuela and
Vietnam could rightly lay claim to a socialist status. Multiparty states that are
being governed by socialist parties include Angola, Bolivia, Congo, Ecuador,
Guinea-Bissau, Greece, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Tanzania, Uruguay
and Venezuela.

Conversely terrorist-based anarchist states appear to be gaining
prominence. War-torn states in which an anarchic situation prevails include
Afghanistan, Iran, Syria, Iraq, Ukraine, Yemen, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Mexico, Central African Republic. The question has often been raised
regarding the practicability of anarchy as a form of government. Bauer (2018,
https://www.quora.com) insists that anarchic communities do exist as enclaves
within states.

What I talk about is, at least in Germany, called
“Wagenburgen” and can either be areas with trailers, camper
vans and shacks on it, or whole buildings. Those places are
squatted. Which means, they were once empty places with no
landlord or owner and people started living in there, occupying
the premises. The first squat in Germany was set up in the early
70s and is called “Rauchhaus”. It was the first time that people
occupied a house like that and the police tried to force them
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out, resulting in a huge war like confrontation where a young
man was shot dead by the police. His family name was
Rauchhaus and the building got its name because of his death
and what it meant to the system in general. Eventually the
people at the Rauchhaus were allowed to stay. After many
shifts and changes how the house was used, it’s today a rather
peaceful place. The government has even declared it a
protected place of German history and funds certain
improvements the house may need.

He further stated that one can play music full blast even at night, loud enough
to make the windows vibrate several meters away and nobody cares, use an
angle grinder or any other noisy tool for several hours at even 3am. One can
make money any way one pleased. Nationality of residents does not count as
everyone lives freely without identity. Consequently, no flags are flown there.

Similar “autonomous zones” exist today in anti-authoritative and non-
hierarchical fashion in some states. The Zapatistas in Chiapas Mexico live in a
form of non-hierarchical anti-authoritarian communities; the Rojava in Syria;
during the Spanish Civil War, Catalonian Anarcho-Communists; Congo East
where militias rule and everyone does what he wants and there is large-scale
rape, murder and violence without consequences, everybody carries guns and
uses them to get what they want. Somalia from 1991 — 2006 experienced
anarchy, Iraq was without government for 208 days in 2010, in 2011 Belgium
had no government for 589 days, Libya has been in anarchy since after the
death of Gaddafi, Yemen since the Arab Spring of 2011, Zomia in South East
Asia, a vast area that covers parts of North Vietnam, Laos, Tibet, Burma,
Afghanistan and Pakistan. In such areas there are no laws, no rules, no tax
payment, no police, no authority.

It would appear that while the imperialist world focused on socialism
and ensured its destruction anarchism has been on the rise largely unnoticed.
Generally, less attention is given to anarchist communities, even the war-
ravaged states like Congo and Somalia have attracted negligible global
attention. The spread of anarchist terrorism like wild fire across the world is
being deliberately concealed by the international media, dominated as it is by
the owners of capital, to avoid frightening the global community. Several
states, particularly in the Third World, have actually degenerated into anarchy
without capturing effective media attention. Such states include Nigeria,
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Cameroon, Niger, Chad, Burkina Faso, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Pakistan, Egypt,
Algeria, etc. Anarchism is the new spectre that is haunting the world as the
class struggle appears to have been largely contained.

Who Ultimately Benefits from Terrorist Action?

While Anarchic/terrorist resentment is directed at the propertied class
and managers of state institutions, its strategic actions appear to be largely
misdirected and consequently tend to be self-destruct to the benefit of the
exploiting class. Terrorists characteristically target densely populated areas or
gatherings to perpetrate their heinous devastations in the hope of hitting a
large number of casualties. Consequently, most of the victims of terrorist
actions are the same downtrodden, wretched, unemployed, peasants and
middle-class elements rather than the wealthy capitalist oppressors except in
rare cases like plane-hijack or terror-inspired plane crash or bombing. Since
capitalism as an economic system is usually held to be responsible for the
exploitation and oppression of the lower classes it would be expected that
anarchist terrorists should have capital and its institutions and drivers as their
primary target. But this is not so. To the extent that capital is not directly or
even indirectly targeted for terrorist action capitalists have little or nothing to
lose, except in rare high-profile bombings like the World Trade centre.

Though employers are usually not very comfortable with the actions of
workers, unionization rights have received widespread acceptance. Union
leaders are known and easily contacted for negotiations in the event of a
labour dispute, unlike terrorists who operate clandestinely, without identity or
even point of contact. Class struggle is thus easier to contain or manage than
terrorism. Governments spend huge sums of money to contain terrorism either
to combat it with sophisticated weapons or surveillance equipment or free
hostages or somehow meet their demands. These are resources that could be
deployed to create employment, reduce inflation, economically empower
peasants and other rural dwellers as a means of winning the citizens back and
keeping them out of the reach of terrorist scouts. However, the greed of profit
maximizing capital would rather suppress workers agitations and spend on
combating terrorism which makes everyone a loser.

Anarchism negates and weakens the class struggle as there is no
synergy between the two groups seeking to create a better society for the same
lower classes in society. It is a house divided against itself and therefore
cannot stand, as it diverts the attention of the government away from the class



Ixi Studies in Politics and Society; Volume 9, Number 1&2, Dec., 2020

struggle. For instance, in Nigeria a paltry thirty thousand Naira (N30,000.00)
minimum wage has been the subject of controversy with all kinds of intrigues,
promises, blames and denials for some years but Boko Haram is appeased to
release abducted victims. Currently the sum of one hundred billion Naira is
being offered Fulani herdsmen after killing over 20,000 people, destroying
property, ravaging several rural communities and taking over farmlands for
grazing. Resources spent this way are huge losses to the working class
constantly under pressure in efforts to maintain decent living standards.

Furthermore, rather than target the state for destruction terrorism/
anarchism tends to create enclaves within the state as anarchic communities,
in which they live as lawless lords, deploying their weapons to get what they
want. Everybody in such anarchic communities is a bearer of weapons. In
Nigeria such enclaves exist in the North East and neighbouring border
communities with Cameroon, Niger and Chad.

Conclusion

In conclusion both Marx and Bakunin conceptualised capitalism as an
oppressive and exploitative mode of production dominated by a property-
owning class and aided by the state. The capitalist state is an organised system
of power that functions in the interest of the ruling and economically dominant
class (Poulantzas, 1978 p. 54). Beyond this point the fireworks begin. While
Marx advocated workers’ organisation in labour unions (Schapiro, 1979 p.
29), Bakunin considered such unions unnecessary. To Marx the class struggle
is a sustained engagement against employers and the state, but Bakunin fixes
his eyes squarely on spontaneous destruction of the bourgeois state. Post-
socialist revolution involves a period of socialist construction before the state
gradually withers away in the Marxist view but anarchism rejects any form of
authority after the revolution and therefore smashing the state is a compelling
immediate assignment.

One essential conclusion is that the disagreement between Marx
(Marxism) and Bakunin (Anarchism) is apparently irreconcilable and
irresolvable. Consequently, one could either be a Marxist or a Bakuninist or an
anarchist. However, the emergence of various shades and colours of anarchism
would appear to have blurred the distinction between the two revolutionary
paradigms. Socialism, libertarianism, and syndicalism should therefore not be
confused with anarchism
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Workers’ most potent weapon is the strike action until the outbreak of a
revolution when violence of whatever form would be necessary for smashing
the capitalist state. However, to prevent revolutionary outbreak labour leaders
are constantly haunted and hounded down and their organisations repressed.
But such actions against labour are the necessary seed for the resort to
anarchic violence in form of terror. Unemployment is the creation of capital to
enable the maximisation of profit. However, these unemployed youths become
easy targets for recruitment into terrorist organisations. Consequently,
terrorism is also a creation of capital. The more labour is oppressed or
repressed the more terrorism thrives. While the capitalist world focusses on
reversing the gains of socialism terrorism and anarchism are growing
tremendously. Therefore, as socialist states reduce in number anarchic states
and enclaves are on the increase. Finally, the world has a responsibility to
decide between socialism and anarchism.

Recommendations
Based on the conclusions that have been drawn from this study the following

recommendations are expedient:

* The clampdown on workers and their unions should be reduced. It is
necessary for employers and the state to constantly dialogue with labour in
order to resolve the problems of the society.

* Sincere efforts should be made to drastically reduce the level of
unemployment since it is a major source of numerically strengthening
terrorist organisations.

* The study of Marxism and Anarchism in the universities should be
encouraged for students to have a good knowledge of the trend toward which
the world is inevitably destined.

* States should strive to achieve socialism through peaceful social democratic
transformation that would redistribute wealth and avoid a violent revolution.

Strategies should be adopted for bridging the gap between the high
level of opulence of the bourgeoisie and the mass misery and grinding
poverty of the oppressed and dehumanised masses as a means of
defusing terrorism.

Contributions to Knowledge
e [Establishing the nexus between class struggle and terrorism is a unique
contribution of this paper.
® The idea that the suppression of the class struggle encourages terrorism
is also new.
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e That the politically and economically dominant class is shielded more
from terrorism and that the oppressed classes are also the greatest
victims of terrorism.
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Abstract

This paper explains the underlying political views and how they relate to the
2019 general elections in Nigeria. It also analyses the emerging patron-client
nexus between political actors and the electorate as part of crony capitalism
that shaped elections in Nigeria. The patrons represent the political actors
whose ambitions are driven by the language of money, power and influence.
They have the audacity to interchange from one political party to another to
cling to power. The clients on the other hand, symbolize the masses; they are
friendly allies to every patron and are willing to compromise their positions
for the sake of personal survival. This makes it simple for the political patrons
to enjoy the support of the clients and use them against their opponents any
time they are defecting to another political grouping or party. It was found
that 2019 general election was strongly pre-determined by patron-client
influence and arranged political decamping which benefited political actors.
Keywords: patron-client, political actors, electorate, decamping, party

Introduction

Before the 2019 general elections in Nigeria, the relationship between
the patrons and clients played out in political rallies in favour of the former;
party defectors enjoy the support of the crowd (clients) whenever they are
switching side from one political party to the other. Politics of decamping and
realignment of political parties is pervasive and most common amongst the
actors of the two rival political parties, All Progressive Congress (APC) and
People Democratic Party (PDP) that are so far the strongest in the last few
years. This is not to say that politics of decamping and realignment of political
parties are new developments in Nigerian politics. It is a phenomenon that has
long been in practice prior to independence. Following the 1959 Federal



Ixvii Studies in Politics and Society; Volume 9, Number 1&2, Dec., 2020

elections, the National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroon (NCNC),
Northern People’s Congress (NPC) and Action Group (AG) which were
compelled by the Macpherson Constitution of 1951 to become regional parties
have witnessed decamping and merger. The union between the NPC and
NCNC brought Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa to power as Prime Minister and
Nnamdi Azikiwe as Governor-General and later President on Independence
Day. This is because no single party was able to win majority in the legislative
council to form a government in 1960. Later on, a faction of AG led by
Samuel Ladoke Akintola decamped to form an alliance with the NPC prior to
the Regional elections while the NCNC joined the other AG faction of
Obafemi Awolowo to form the United Progressive Grand Alliance (UPGA).
From then onward, defection and merger became a strategy used by political
parties to win election and capture political power. In recent times, the
reactions of political actors seeking elective positions across the length and
breadth of Nigeria in the 2019 general elections have heightened between the
two major political parties, APC and PDP which have large followers across
different parts of the country. The struggle for political positions by the actors
of the two political parties (APC and PDP) is clearly manifested in the number
of decamping and alliances and the declining role of “godfathers” (Sobachi
2019).

Highlighting the importance of political alliances in democracy Dahl
(1971) observed that coalition among political parties is imperative in
democracy as it provides for majority rule and extensive competition among
individuals and organized groups. Defection on the other hand provides
opportunity for individual(s) with opposing view to denounce political party in
place of a new one. In the context of Nigeria, for example, decamping and
realignment among the elite group are instigated by poor party’s internal
democracy, politics of money bag, and imposition of candidates,
“godfatherism”, political exclusion, intra-party squabble and factionalisation.
The trend was worse and more disturbing in 2014 when five state Governors
defected from the ruling PDP to APC and APC became a coalition of
opposition parties barely few months to the 2015 general elections. Similarly,
in 2018 the Senate President, Bukola Saraki and fifteen other Senators,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Yakubu Dogara and over twenty
members from the APC ruling party alongside some state Governors
decamped to the opposition party, PDP and vice versa. Related incidences
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occurred in many State Houses of Assembly including; Ekiti, Ondo, Ogun,
Rivers, Imo, Benue, and Plateau States among others.

While political actors are busy strategizing and plotting on how to
capture political power in 2019 whereas there is a negation of critical matters
of importance that bothers most Nigerians which ordinarily are to provide a
bearing in the elections. For example, security, economy, corruption, poverty,
political exclusion, incompetence, restructuring and unemployment are potent
and decisive factors that should be top priority on the agenda list of every
contestant. On the contrary, patron-clients relationship, sectional affinity and
material drive are major areas of concern because of the premium attached to
them. Despite the fact that the political elite are showing overriding influence
in elections, the economically disempowered clients are also wielding their
permanent voter’s card as a sign of strength even though their votes might not
necessarily weigh much, yet it remains a decisive factor in election. The
conjecture of this paper is that though the 2019 elections may have been
predicated on certain concealed interests of the political elite, the prediction is
that it might likely change the narrative of 2015 where people voted massively
and blindly for one political party and ignored credibility and competence. The
situation outrightly changed because of the existence of multiple political
parties and economic hardship which many people faced.

The other side of pre-2019 general elections is the ambivalence that
faced the society; public betrayal, lack of trust, accusations and counter-
accusations, switching of side by political actors from one political party to
another and increasing political violence. These were challenges that were
predicted to erode public confidence and exacerbate fear, doubt, and
hopelessness in the country. Being a plural society with over 250 ethnic
nationalities spread across different regions (Ojo 2009) the fear has become
more worrisome. These ethnic nationalities interact closely with one another
but have different religious belief, diverse primordial attachment to varying
regions and deepened suspicion among each other. It is therefore more
challenging for its leaders to share similar ideology and pursue common
agenda for the good of all, knowing full well that individuals’ priority usually
differs and their interests are never the same. International Crisis Group (2014)
aptly captures the scenario in this dynamic manner, that, it is only when the
elite group agrees to share the spoils that all is well but when they disagree,
they politicize, manipulate and instrumentalise ethno-religious and regional
divisions. To state the obvious, it is worth nothing that the resumption of
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civilian regime in Nigeria does not mean the unity of political forces; in short,
the elite simply forgo their differences for a while in order to scavenge and
solidify their grip on the nation’s resources.

The period 1999 witnessed the avalanche of political collusion against
the military and the emergence of political interest groups, while 2011-2015
was jolted with the trivial and parochial issues of religion, regionalism and
sectionalism which are critical and decisive forces in the 2019 general
elections. In the light of the foregoing therefore, the discussion in this paper is
divided into five segments beginning with the introduction, zero-sum and elite
theoretical perspective in part two, the primacy of political views in part three,
the height of partisan politics located in part four, and the final part concludes
by given suggestions on the need to strengthen electoral laws to make
provision for healthy political decamping and realignment of political parties
in a way that it will not impede on the unity and development of the Nigerian
state.

Zero-Sum Game and Elite Theory Perspective

The research adopts two theoretical perspectives for its analysis; zero-
sum game theory and elite theory. Zero-sum game theory drives from game
theory which place emphasis on conflict and cooperation. It highlights the role
of decision-making where many players must make choices that affect the
interest of the other players. A player is an agent who makes decision in a
game and his decision could affect others in a positive or negative way.
Therefore, zero-sum game theory is a rational strategy where each player
chooses actions that are best for them given their opponents’ choices. In other
words, players take the best form of action to win in all contests or battle
while the opponent loses all (Turocy 2001). Zero-sum game theory explains
the fierce state of political contest in Nigeria. Political actors seize each
moment of election as opportunity to win and not to lose and when that
happens the winner take all while the loser is left to grieve and given no
choice to participate in governance. As such, the loser become the opposition
force and ready to criticise the winning party and plots its down fall. The
principle of winner takes all as observed in democracy encourages bad
governance, expose the fragility of the state and poses threats to true
federalism.

Elite theory on the other hand is a concept anchored on social class
analysis in Europe in the years of fascism. Proponents of this theory are
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Wilfred Pareto, Geatano Mosca, and Robert Michels. According to them,
every society is ruled by small (minority) group of people who possess the
attributes that makes it possible for them to ascend to the top. Generally, the
elite are seen as successful people in every area of endeavour in the society.
And because of their high ranks they are influential, wealthy and dominant
and ride on that to determine and influence the direction of the society to their
advantage or of their cronies. One notable trait of the elites group is that they
are hardly in conflict with each other, they seldom experience crisis however
when it happens the followers bear the brunt but as for them they hurriedly
come together to form a new platform to defend their interests. In short, the
elites have permanent interest and temporary foes. In the light of the Nigerian
context the elites group has a united interest and ideology; they only differ in
personality and context. They tapped into the diversity of the Nigerian state
and deep ignorance of the public to exploit for their benefit. In short, the
essence of decamping and realignment by political elites is simply for the sake
of the overriding interest of the group or threat to their interests. While
realignment on the other hand is a coalition of the interest of all political
actors for the purpose of harnessing power and economic resources to promote
stability of the elite class.

The Primacy of Political Views: Convoluted Political Decamping and
Merger

At independence Nigeria practiced the Westminster system of
government with three political parties, NCNC, NPC and AG in opposition.
The election for an enlarged federal legislature took place in December 1959
and was contested under regional lines. Because no party enjoyed majority
and because the North had the largest representation it was most favoured. Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa of the NPC from the North formed a new
government in alliance with the NCNC from the East while the AG remained
in opposition (Iba and Asongo 2013). In 1963 because of opposing views, the
merger between NCNC and NPC failed and there was a break up, the faction
of NCNC joined AG led by Awolowo and Northern Elements Progressive
Union (NEPU) led by Mallam Aminu Kano which later formed the United
Progressive Grand Alliance (UPGA) while the NPC joined with the remaining
faction of the AG led by Ladoke Akintola (premier of Western Region) to
form the Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP). There was outright
show of power in the west between Awolowo faction and Akintola who had
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the backing of the NPC. During the 1964 general elections it was clear that
alliances between political parties were intended to defend individual interests
rather than uniting the country as given the support to individuals to win
political position was almost a priority. This was what led to persistent
election crisis in the west and constant invitation of the military by the
politicians. As Eleazu (1988) argued, the 1966 military coup that ushered in
Gen. Aguiyi Ironsi as Head of State was occasioned by near collapse of law
and order after the 1964 general elections where “politicians had either used
the army or attempted to use it against their opponents”. Nigerians went to war
in 1967 due to sheer greed of the political class and the military of which the
latter continue to occupy the political space until a duly elected government
came on board on 1st October 1979. Unfortunately, the civilian regime
presided over by Alhaji Shehu Shagari in 1979 was removed through a palace
coup in 1983 by Gen. Mohammadu Buhari on allegation of corruption,
complicity and maladministration charges. Due to poor human rights record of
the Buhari’s administration and lack of trust in civilian regime it was also
overthrown through a palace coup in 1985 by Gen. Ibrahim Babangida. The
1985 military coup was applauded; Babangida’s entrance received an awe-
inspiring public support simply of the excitement for a change. Besides, the
enthusiasm of the international community to receive anyone that will
facilitate transition to civil rule and uphold fundamental human rights and
open up the economy to foreign investors legitimized the Babangida’s regime.
His promise to return Nigeria to civil rule in 1987 was celebrated across the
length and breadth of Nigeria, the international community also promised to
support Nigeria with its push to civil rule (Lewis et al 1998). Thereafter,
political associations were registered under different platforms and allowed to
mobilize followers across the nook and cranny of the nation. Meanwhile old
politicians were banned from participating in politics and later unbanned when
the government realized that such awkward decision could create tension in
the country. Over 50 political associations subsequently formed alliances and
registered as political parties, however, none was able to scale through the
rigorous government scrutiny process. The government finally came up with
two political parties, Social Democratic Party (SDP) mostly populated by the
bourgeois and conservative class and National Republican Convention (NRC)
filled up with progressives and young political minds. The dual finally came
up with presidential candidates (MKO Abiola for SDP and Alhaji Bashir Tofa
in NRC) to contest in the 1993 general elections which was later annulled by
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Gen. Ibrahim Babangida on murky circumstances. His claims are still not clear
up to this moment as his decision to step aside after the annulment of the
election result is still ambiguous.

Thereafter, the annulment of the 1993 Presidential result which Chief
MKO Abiola was alleged to have won, Gen. Babangida was confronted with
serious public opposition and his continuous stay in power. A situation that
constrained him (Gen. Babangida) to single-handedly select Chief Earnest
Shonekan, MKO Abiola’s kinsman from Abeokuta as alternative to head an
Interim National Government (ING). The ING was described by political
analysts and lawyers as illegal and unconstitutional thereby exacerbating
pressure on the government. The inability of the ING to manage the ensuing
civil disobedience and mass protest occasioned by the annulment of 1993
election and the appointment of ING prolong the stay of the military in
politics. The Chief of Army Staff, Gen. Sani Abacha in a military coup grand
style masterminded the removal of the ING and announced himself as the
head of state of Nigeria in November 1993 (Lewis et al 1998). Having the
knowledge of what precipitated the exit of his boss, Gen. Abacha quickly
embarked on political and economy reforms to pacify Nigerians and to win the
support of the international community. He flagged up a transition to civil rule
with five government registered political parties that include; Congress for
National Consensus (CNC), Democratic Party of Nigeria (DPN), National
Centre Party of Nigeria (NCPN), United Nigerian Congress Party (UNCP) and
Grassroots Democratic Movement (GDM). All the five political parties are
government funded parties and the structures and overall activities are
determined by the military government. Unfortunately, Gen. Abacha could not
achieve his dream of becoming an elected Nigeria’s President after being
endorsed by all the political parties as the only presidential candidate. He died
mysteriously in the villa and his Chief of Army Staff Gen. Abdullsalam
Abubakar took over from him.

Having explained the backdrop of political merger the concern is
further shifted to the critical issue of politics of decamping and realignment of
political parties which began in earnest after the failed alternation arrangement
of 2011 by the PDP stakeholders and founders. The PDP zoning formula
which was a gentleman’s arrangement within the party ultimately did not
favour the northern section of the country and did not take into account the
interest of certain political figures in the country too which have become a
decisive force after independence. For this reason, the struggle for the seat of
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the president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria was fiercely contested. Going
by the PDP zoning formula it was agreed that after the completion of
Obasanjo’s tenure in office power was to be returned to the North. The
arrangement became suspicious when President Obasanjo began to shop for
new successors outside the Northern zone (the likes of Peter Odili, Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan, Donald Duke and Victor Atta) few months to the expiration of
his tenure in office. Some Northern political heavy weight like Jibril Aminu,
Rabiu Kwankwaso, Abubakar Atiku (Vice President), and southern political
figures like, James Ibori, Rotimi Amechi, Good Luck Jonathan, Peter Odili etc
who were eying the office of the President were denied the PDP presidential
ticket when President Obasanjo bowed to pressure and single-handedly picked
ailing Umar Yar’Adua as the PDP Presidential candidate and Goodluck
Jonathan as his running mate for the 2007 general elections. Due to certain
hidden interests in the mind of Obasanjo he went ahead to argue that the
election of Yar’Adua is a “do or die affair” (Daily Independent, 2007). This
vehement position of former President Obasanjo attracted criticisms and
placed him on collision course with ambitious politicians who challenged the
neutrality and capacity of Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
under Professor Maurice Iwu to conduct free, fair and credible elections in
Nigeria. At last Yar’ Adua, the most favoured candidate contested against Gen.
Mohammadu Buhari of All Nigerian Peoples’ Party (ANPP) in the presidential
election of 2007. The elections were alleged to have been rigged in favour of
Yar’Adua which the latter acknowledged some of the defects and went ahead
to set up a committee to review and amend certain provisions of the electoral
laws after he had become the President elect. The elections underscore the
desperation of political actors to attain position of authority using every means
available. Following the 2007 election, most prominent members of the PDP
fall apart with the party and relocated to other political parties and those that
remained continued to plots the down fall of the party. This eventually
happened after the party failed to win in the 2015 presidential race and some
of its ardent supporters defected to the opposition parties and a new comer to
the party like, Ali Modu Sheriff that decamped from ANPP became the
national Chairman of the PDP.

Unfortunately, President Yar’Adua could not complete his first four-
year tenure in office having been knocked down by ill-health, he eventually
died on 5th May 2010 (Iba and Asongo 2013). His Vice, Goodluck Ebele
Jonathan was sworn in as President as enshrined in the 1999 constitution.
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After completing the four-year tenure of President Yar’Adua, close to the 2011
general elections prominent Northern political figures in the PDP emerged
again to argue in support of the party zoning arrangement and call on
President Goodluck Jonathan to resign his position and withdraw his intention
to contest in the 2011 general elections. Obviously, the sudden death of
President Umaru Yar’Adua and his inability to complete his four-year tenure
in office created a gap and altered the PDP arrangement which threw open
many questions on Nigeria’s true federalism. Political gladiators argued that
Goodluck Jonathan have no moral right to contest for the office of the
president after he had completed the one tenure of Yar’Adua. According to
them, President Obasanjo who held from the same region (south) with
Jonathan spent eight years in office, so the next president should not emerge
from that same region instead it should come from the North. According to the
protagonists, President Jonathan violated the Party’s agreement. Political
forces both in the ruling party and the northern region used ethno-religious
weapons to gang up against the Jonathan’s regime. This was heightened by the
increased Boko Haram attacks and hatred for Christians in the North.
President Jonathan’s fear was embedded in his expression that there were
members of Boko Haram in his cabinet who usually leaked information to the
Boko Haram terrorists. In fact, the prevailing view held in southern Nigeria
was that Boko Haram was the proxy of northern politicians who are geared
towards discrediting the government of a southern-Christian President
(Mustapha, 2012). Surprisingly the intensity of Boko Haram attacks increased
in the Northeast and bombings of Churches, Mosques and other soft targets
even in the federal capital territory heightened. for instance, the Nigerian
Police Headquarters, Nyaya motor Park, United Nations building and Catholic
Church, Madella were all hit by Boko Haram bombs in 2011. The sharp
disagreement among PDP actors was partly responsible for the post-election
violence that engulfed Northern Nigeria after Jonathan was declared as the
president elect in the April Poll of 2011 by INEC. In addition, the violent
response to President Jonathan’s victory reflected the perception of
northerners that they were the losers in the zero-sum game of Nigerian politics
which ultimately increased hatred and demeaning of the Jonathan’s
administration (Weekly Trust 21st May 2011; Sunday Trust November 13
2011).

Aggrieved members of the PDP that included some state governors
like, Rotimi Amechi (Rivers), Abdulfatai Ahmed (Kwara), Rabiu Kwankwaso
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(Kano), Murtala Nyako (Adamawa), Aliyu Takada Wamako (Sokoto), Speaker
of the House of Representative, Aminu Tambuwal and a host of other
members of the House of Representatives and Senate decamped to the
opposition party before the 2015 general elections. These men and some
aggrieved northern members from the opposition party plotted the down fall of
the Jonathan’s administration when it was obvious that the latter was seeking
re-election in 2015. Meanwhile the opposition parties formed a merger and
some prominent politicians from the PDP (Abubakar Atiku, Audu Ogbe, Rabiu
Kwankwaso, Rochas Okorocha, Aminu Tambuwal, Bukola Saraki, Samuel
Ortom, Godswill Akpabio etc) and other smaller parties joined them. The
Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) which was predominant in the South-West
and partly South-South merged with the All Nigerian Peoples’ Party (ANPP),
Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), and Alliance for Democracy (AD)
and a breakaway faction of All People Grand Alliance (APGA) to form All
Progressive Congress (APC). The APC featured Mohammadu Bubhari as its
Presidential candidate in the 2015 general elections against President
Goodluck of the PDP. Even before the elections Buhari was touted to win the
election and end the raging Boko Haram crisis in the Northeast and insecurity
ravaging other parts of Nigeria. Buhari won the 2015 election with wide
margin against the incumbent, President Goodluck Jonathan as a result of
overwhelming grassroots support and his promise of “change” and intended
radical departure from the status quo.

APC “Change” Slogan Ambivalence and Political Decamping

After three years and half in office, President Buhari was unable to
deliver to Nigerians on his campaign promises; instead, insecurity grew worse
in the Northeast (Adamawa, Borno, Yobe, Taraba, Gombe and Bauchi states),
and North central states of Benue, Nasarawa, Kaduna and Niger. Human
killing, kidnapping and cattle rustling in Zamfara and Kaduna States are seen
as part of normal life style as there is a complete breakdown of law and order
without immediate solution in sight. In the South-East, Biafra separatist
intensified their protest for a separate state for the Igbo people under the
banner of Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB). Corruption assumed a high
proportion, especially among Buhari closet allies. The Secretary to the
Government of the Federation, Babachir Lawal, for example, was dismissed
by the President after culpably found enmeshed corrupt practices. The General
Manager of Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation, Andrew Yakubu was
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accused of diverting the corporation’s resources to his personal account; the
case is still pending in the law court, Minister of Finance, Kemi Adeosun was
accused of National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) certificate forgery which
the government continued to ignore until the Minister bowed to public
pressure and resigned on her own and fled the country to the United Kingdom.
These are few cases among high profile cases pending in law courts.

Nigerians have accused APC government of poor performances, lack
of internal democracy and political exclusion. These situations triggered yet
another exodus of some political heavy weight from the party to the
opposition, (PDP). The Senate President, Bukola Saraki for example and other
15 Senators, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Yakubu Dogara
including 25 members House of Representatives, some state governors,
Samuel Ortom (Benue), Aminu Tambuwal (Sokoto) and Abdulfatai Ahmed
(Kwara) and host of other political gladiators decamped to the PDP. There was
similar movement of political actors of the PDP to the ruling party based on
different reasons. Some of them simply ran away from the opposition party to
the ruling party because of corruption charges against them and their sense of
insecurity in the opposition party. For example, Godwin Akpabio (Akwa
Ibom) (PDP former Senate Minority Leader), Orji Uzor Kalu (Abia), Ibrahim
Shekarau (Kano), Adamu Aliero (Kebbi) and host of others decamped to the
APC few months to the 2019 general elections for reasons Nigerians attributed
to corruption allegation against some of them. While others within the APC
went to form what they called n-APC (New APC) to disassociate themselves
from the failed APC of Buhari. Ultimately decamping and realignment of
political parties will continue to play out in Nigeria’s democracy for the reason
that parties’ ideologies are not broad based and adherents do not believe in
them and followers don’t even understand what they mean. Personal and
sectional interests are looked upon as alternative to party ideology because
they provide easy access for recruitment, mobilization and impunity.

The lofty promise of APC of bringing about change in the way things
are done in the country particularly in the areas of politics and governance left
many unanswered questions in the minds of many Nigerians. Government at
the federal level has no blue print to show, except for few projects which were
started and unable to be completed by previous PDP government. At the state
level despite huge federal government allocations to some state Governors
they were unable to pay workers’ monthly wages. For example, between 2017
and 2018 the situation worsened in some states where Governors owe workers
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salary of about six to nine months and yet sharing expensive cars and houses
to their cronies. Kogi and Benue are typical examples of states where
government owes workers salary at the local government level up to about two
years. Notwithstanding Federal government bailout plan, some states like,
Kogi, Benue, Bauchi, Ekiti, Osun and Adamawa etc remained notorious and
still owe workers since 2017. The declining capacity of the APC government
to deliver on public goods in terms of health care, water, public transportation
system, security, education and energy etc prompt analysts to argue that 2019
general election will provide the parameter to assess the performance of
political actors.

Partisan Politics: The Patron-Client Nexus and the RoadMap to 2019
General Elections

Since 1992 Nigeria continues to witness progression in the number of
registered political parties from 2 to 91 and the numbers of political actors
seeking elective positions also doubled. In the same vein, numbers of
registered voters increased from 58,920,078 in 2011 to 68, 833,476 in 2015
and 84,004,084 in 2019 (Premium Times 2019 and INEC 2015). This is a clear
indication that many people are getting more familiar with their right to
choose their representatives and also participate actively in politics. Also, the
high level of politics of decamping and realignment of political parties
approaching the 2019 general elections was a confirmation that desperate
political actors are set to get to positions of authority by all means. The
contention has always been between the ruling party, APC and the main
opposition, PDP where actors of both parties often tapped into the huge space
of poverty and ethno-religious content in the country to mobilize followers
against each other. Politicians manipulate ethno-religious sentiment as potent
instrument to divide the electorates in order to safe guard their pecuniary
interests.

In 2011 for instance, when certain individuals’ political ambition
particularly from the North was frustrated hate speech was employed as a
potent arsenal to incite the economically disempowered clients against the
government. Civil disobedience and distrust eventually made way to planned
mass killings and destruction of property in some parts of the country. The
incidence of 2011 later influenced voting behaviour in 2015 general elections.
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Following what happened in 2011 many people including the international
community feared and predicted that Nigeria was going to breakaway in 2015.
Reasons being that the idea of North verses South, Islam verses Christianity
were so pervasive and deeply entrenched in the psyche of Nigerians prior to
2015 general elections. It can be discerned in almost every sphere of life in the
country where primordial and sentiment attachment became a defining factor
of getting government employment and admission into high institution of
learning. Denying the existence of these critical elements in political life of the
nation is equal to an invitation of anarchy as Nigeria is uniquely populated by
people of diverse backgrounds and believes in their diversity rather than the
country. The APC in the North for example, was so drawn to ethno-religious
twist and take every opportunity to win public sympathy and support through
mass mobilisation. They branded the PDP as corrupt group of individuals
without integrity just for them to earn the popularity and support of the
economically disempowered clients. Most APC actors used uncultured
language to discredit PDP and dissuade their followers from aligning with the
party. Consequent on this, sectionalism, religious animosity and bitter
exchange of words among political actors are parts of what caused the
escalation of decamping and alliances prior to 2019 general elections.

The band wagon effect of Muhammadu Buhari victory in 2015 further
encouraged patron-client bond between political actors and the electorate
which the latter seriously depend on the former for its survival. Political office
holders capitalized on government weaknesses to promote the rule of impunity
and corruption remains the order of the day. This gave rise to crony capitalism
and recklessness among security agents in the country. The consequence of
these is the rising waves of crime, lawlessness and insecurity in many parts of
Nigeria especially in most parts of Northern Nigeria. For example, Fulani-
herdsmen/farmers clashes in many parts of North central and some parts of
Southeast compromised Nigeria’s unity and poses threat to the nation. The
manipulation of ethnic and religious symbols as a basis for the intra-class
struggle for political interest has accentuated the level of social instability and
challenged the corporate existence of the country. On the other hand, President
Buhari’s application of double-standard of resolving social instability was
clearly demonstrated in the reaction to pro-Biafra protesters clam down by the
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military in 2018. Often times the military was dragged in against the pro-
Biafra separatist under the guise of maintaining law and order in the South-
East while ignoring herdsmen killing of farmers in North central and parts of
Northeast. The military have been accused of heinous crimes and atrocities in
many parts of South-East and South-South by Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch.

Emerging indicators on the other hand point to the nexus between
godfatherism in politics and impunity. Godfathers’ played crucial roles during
the sixteen years of PDP rule and with the emergence of APC as ruling party,
political relationship between godfathers and their followers appear to take a
new dimension. Within the APC, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, Governor Abdullaziz
Yari, Ibikunle Amosun, Rochas Okorocha, Abiola Ajimobi, Godwill Akpabio,
have come to prove that they have the capacity to enthrone their preferred
candidates. Unfortunately, such arrangements provoked objections more
especially during the party’s primary elections. Apart from Bola Tinubu that
successfully planned and executed the ouster of one of his godsons, Governor
Akinwumi Ambode of Lagos State and replaced him with Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, some godfathers that made similar attempt fell out of favour with the
national leadership of their party and people. Out of desperation and show of
power, people like Okorocha and Amosun decided to engage in anti-party
activities by sponsoring candidates in other political parties even after been
cautioned by their party leadership. Governor Okorocha who is a member of
APC sponsored his son in-law, Uche Nwosu of Action Alliance (AA) against
the APC and governor Abdullaziz Yari of Zamfara State insist on fielding his
political son for the governorship election and therefore arranged to favour
him during the party’s direct primary election. The move was frustrated as his
continuous effort to serve as the referee was unacceptable by other aspirants
and party’s national executive. For this reason, the APC in Zamfara State
could not present acceptable candidates for both the governorship, national
and state legislative seats to INEC before the expiration of the deadline set by
the INEC because of the governor’s consistent interference. The in-house
fighting among APC aspirants in Zamfara State on the one hand and the
governor on the other would have prevented the party from featuring
candidates during the March 9 poll if it were not for the timely intervention of
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President Mohammadu Buhari. The President had promised the electorates
during his campaign in the state that he would do something about their case
and the verdict of the High court in Gusua which ruled that APC indeed held
party primaries in the state was upheld. This temporarily gave a reprieve to the
political stalemate in the state. However, one of those in contest of the
governorship slot of the party, Senator Kabiru Marafa challenged the verdict
of the Gusau High court at the Court of Appeal in Sokoto which annulled the
lower court’s decision affirming that the APC did not hold any primaries in
Zamfara State preparatory to the 2019 elections. The verdict came after
elections were held and the APC won both the governorship and most of the
state Assembly seats. The APC further promised to go to the Supreme Court.
This clearly shows the stake and high premium given to political offices which
leads to intra-party contestations and results in decamping from one political
party platform to another. However, there were loose ends that opposition
party have tapped into and challenge the decision of the lower court at the
Supreme Court. Eventually the APC lost out the whole of Zamfara State seats
to the PDP through the Supreme Court verdict.

Supplementary Factors in 2019 General Elections

There are some important political developments and innovations that
have helped Nigeria’s democracy since the return to democratic governance in
1999. One of such developments is the management of the electoral process
by INEC and the other is the role of the electorates in shaping the process. The
reforms that took place in INEC in 2002, 2006 and 2010 which led to
enactment of electoral laws facilitated the repositioning of the institution and
practically restore public confidence in the manner which elections are
conducted. Prominent among the changes in INEC was the introduction of
Smart Card Reader (SCR), a technological device designed to curtail and
checkmate multiple voting. Oni and Victor (2018) observed that SCR is a
unique identifier that separate one individual from another even though they
may have the same name, sex or parents. The SCR is a scientific innovation to
electoral management which enables election officers to match the credentials
of physical voter with permanent voter card. Similarly, the replacement of
temporary voter card with Permanent Voters Card (PVC) is seen as new
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innovation. It helps to authenticate the ownership of voter card during voting
periods. The SCR and PVC were both used in 2011 and 2015 general
elections. The new innovation has improved the conduct of elections and
reduced over blotted figures and rigging in Nigeria. Meanwhile in 2019 INEC
deployed the mechanism to all parts of the country to enable her conduct free
and fair elections.

Participation of electorates is also critical to the democratic process in
Nigeria; they determine the tone of the process by the use of their voter’s card.
In 2011 and 2015 general elections, APC presidential aspirant, Mohammadu
Buhari evolved two philosophical positions as “mukasa, muraka, musare,”
(Hausa) meaning, cast your vote, ensure you protect it and make sure your
vote counts at collation centres. The second one was the “sakk™ philosophy
meaning, total and comprehensive vote to anyone aspiring for elective position
in APC from bottom to top (Councillor to the President). These two
philosophical postulations led to the pervasion of democracy and institute the
rule of impunity and lawlessness in some parts of Northern Nigeria as people
of questionable credentials were voted into offices simply because they belong
to the APC and being sympathizers of Buhari. After four years of APC in
office many political office holders that were part of the Buhari band wagon
and wish to contest again for another term in the same party were subjected to
creditability and integrity test by the electorates prior to the 2019 general
elections. Their performances in office have been a litmus test of their
acceptability by the masses that have been cajoled and hoodwinked in the past
three years.

Heighten Security Concern

Nigeria is gradually moving to a securitized state as a result of
increased violence, over policing and militarisation. The declining security
condition and increased violence is rampant at the approach of each
electioneering year and immediately after elections. Many analysts are of the
view that long years of deprivation, deep seated poverty and elite politics in
Nigeria is responsible for most of the violence witnessed in the country.
Pervasive poverty in any society makes people vulnerable to violent conflict.
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Nigeria is a country that wealth of the society circulates only within few
groups of individuals as such those who lived in poverty are subjected to all
forms of humiliation and embarrassment. This is the reason why certain
persons take to crimes while others allow themselves to be used by desperate
politicians; there is an interconnection between poverty partyism in Nigeria.
Because of the increase violence, security personnel are deployed in almost
every parts of the country to protect the citizens and provide safety to electoral
officials. This active involvement of security personnel in almost every civil
conflict and especially in election process is a danger to the Nigerian state as it
has increased the militarization of the society as some security personnel are
willing allies of criminals.

The ugly scenario is that each time Nigeria is preparing for elections,
cases of communal and ethno-religious clashes increase, herders/farmers
conflict and Boko Haram attacks heightens. This trend is repeatedly noticed
since 2011 and 2015. In 2015 insecurity caused the extension of general
elections by six weeks. Similarly in 2018 Boko Haram intensified their attacks
on military Barracks in Borno and Yobe States, herdsmen violent rampage
decimated communities in north central Nigeria while kidnappers and gunmen
besieged Zamfara State and communal clashes and kidnapping have become
daily routines in Kaduna State (Birnin Gwari) as part of tactics to frustrate and
derail the 2019 general elections. This point to the fact that there is a
correlation between poverty, politics and violence and these were contending
forces in the 2019 general elections.

Conclusion

It is the argument of this paper that differences in political views are
partly the cause of defection and reason for coalition of political parties in
Nigeria. It further argued that hence political parties in Nigeria lacked clear
and defined ideology to provide strategy for comprehensive articulation of
issues to convince adherents to believe in them they make little sense to a
common man. In Nigeria political actors are driven by waves of personalities
and pecuniary interest rather than patriotism; important issues that centre on
nation building and unity of the country are no longer plausible among
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political elites due to overriding attention on private and sectional interests and
absence of ideological commitment to the primary concept of democracy.
Politics is seen as a lucrative business in Nigeria because of the high premium
it offers to political office holders. Therefore, many people are drawn to it and
willing to pay a supreme price even with their lives. Once an individual
declares his intention to contest in any elective position under any political
party, he is willing to do anything to achieve this aim simply because of high
profit margin associated with Nigeria’s political positions. If such an
individual is denied the opportunity to contest, he is likely to shift his loyalty
to another political party that may be willing to accept him. This is partly the
reason why cases of politics of decamping are so rampant in the last couple of
years in Nigeria. Political realignment on the other hand, is done for the
purpose of expanding the scope of the political parties and increase their
strength and capacity to capture political power. For example, the merger
between the five political parties in 2014 that led to the formation of APC was
to enable the party takeover political power including the office of the
President from the PDP.

This paper reiterates that material benefit may influence voting
behaviour in the 2019 general elections arising from sustained economic
hardship caused by bad governance and systemic corruption. Even though
voters’ apathy may increase due to poor performance of government, vote
buying and violence will take precedent over ethno-religious factors. Voters
may make choice of candidates based on those that will meet their material
needs, guarantee their security and promise them a better future. More than
three years now Nigerians have not been comfortable with the APC “change”
promise. Electorates are bothered with the growing inequality in the society
and the level of pauperisation and insecurity. These are critical factors that
may inform voters’ decision in the 2019 general election. Political actors on
the other hand are also concerned with their material conditions and for those
who have been denied tickets by their political parties migration to other
parties is much easier. To these categories of persons political ideology is not
so essential to them what is more important is the aspiration to grab political
power using all available means and methods.

Given the evolving realities on ground, this research observed that the
politics of decamping and realignment has been part of Nigeria’s political
evolution. Much as this practice will strengthen democracy, it allows for broad
base participation of all citizens in the affairs of the society, provides check
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and balances and guarantee healthy competition among political actors. The
most worrisome aspect is that desperate political actors use that as means to
achieve selfish aims as they engaged in zero-sum game play. By so doing, the
development and unity of the country is not prioritized, instead; private,
sectional and ethno-religious interests are promoted. In the light of the
foregoing this chapter suggests that we must acknowledge that politics of
decamping and realignment are content of democratic practice all over the
world and therefore Nigeria must not view it as ugly side of her democracy. It
is further suggested that electoral laws should take cognizance of the practice
of politics of decamping and realignment of parties to enable them comply
with INEC provisions in order to guarantee the unity of the country, ensure
good governance and peace in the country.
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Abstract

The paper examined the effects and impacts of non-state actors on security in
Nigeria. Since the return of civil rule in Nigeria in 1999, there has been an
increase in the activities of non-state armed actors that have taken up arms in
challenge of the unity and security of the nation. Some of these groups have
contested the economic resources and indeed the sovereignty of the State with
the federal government. In their incessant attacks, they have left scores of
deaths and loss of human lives and destroyed properties worth billions of
dollars in their trail. The paper interrogates the concept of security from two
perspectives. The paper discovered that as a result of deprivation and mass
poverty that pervade the land and apparent lack of political will to equitably
distribute social welfares, some groups have emerged to feed on the weakness
or failure of the state to satisfy the well-being of its citizens especially in the
economically and politically marginalized areas. It is therefore recommended
that there is need to adopt a more proactive technique in tacking the
insurgencies. Preventive diplomacy and early detection of agitations,
grievances and perceived sense of deprivations through spot-on intelligence
gathering by the security forces should be encouraged and embraced.

Keywords: security, non-state actors, insecurity, insurgency, militancy,
marginalization.

Introduction

One of the greatest challenges confronting the Nigerian state and the
international community at large today is the increase of destructive
extremism amongst non-state actors and groups, whose actions are generally
seen to constitute grave security risks to the lives and property of the citizens
and the current world economic and political order. Spanning across North-
East, North-West, North Central, South-South and other parts of Nigeria, the
activities of non-state armed groups such as Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM), the Boko Haram, the killer Fulani Herdsmen, the Movement for the
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Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND) and other splinter organisations, are
causing a great deal of concern amongst national security chiefs, political
leaders, government officials, foreign policy analysts, and people across all
faiths, creed and religious persuasions.

In the words of Oke, C. I. (2018), armed non-state actors represent a
critical challenge for security governance. They highlight the instability,
insecurity and the unpredictable environment characterised by violence and
destruction typical of latent conflict situations. Insurgencies have long moved
outside the confines of state borders and make their power and influence felt
internationally. Indeed, some of these armed non-state actors, going by their
activities, have been dubbed terrorist groups. According to Smith (2010),
terrorist activities involve the use or threat of action intended to (a) influence
the government or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and (b)
advance a political, religious and ideological cause. The above captures the
very essence and purpose of all the armed non-state groups marauding in
Nigeria.

In the last 8 years in particular, the nationwide trends in terrorist activities
in Nigeria have reached an alarming rate, with Boko Haram alone causing the
death of over 28,000 people, some 2.4 million people are uprooted, including
over 1.9 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in north-eastern Nigeria,
over 473,000 IDPs in Cameroon, Chad and Niger and over 226,000 refugees.
In short, to date, the Lake Chad Basin region is grappling with a complex
humanitarian emergency.

In both developed and Third World states, the threat of terrorism has
become the main national security concern. This concern is heightened by the
recent rise in ultraviolent groups such as Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) and their territorial ambition to take control of the Middle Eastern
countries of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Palestine and Southern
Turkey. Together with ISIL, Boko Haram, the Taliban and Al Qaeda constitute
the four most feared terrorist organisations, claiming more than 66% of deaths
from terrorist attacks.

The increasing concern about the activities of these clandestine
organisations has warranted a hard line response by Western governments, led
by the United States, resulting in the use of latent military force to confront
these terrorist armed groups. While a great deal of literature exists on the
nature, motives and the spread of terrorist activities, there is very little
discussion on the global economic and political contexts in which these groups
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operate. The paper sought to provide an explanation of, but by no means a
justification of, the use of violent extremism in the early 21st century and pose
the question of whether the current counter-terrorism strategy is effective. It is
on this premise that this study seeks to address the security challenges armed
non-state actors pose to lives and property and overall development in Nigeria.
Particularly, it seeks to demonstrate that the activities of these violent groups
constitute a major impediment to the continuous corporate existence of the
entity called Nigeria with a particular reference to Boko Haram, Fulani
Herdsmen and other of such non-state actors.

Conceptual Clarification
Security

There are divergent approaches to conceptualizing security which is
the direct opposite of insecurity. This paper consequently examined the
concept of security to aid a good understanding of the phenomenon of
insecurity. Security need was the bedrock of the social contract which the
people voluntarily and willingly entered with the state, wherein the people
freely relinquished their rights to a sovereign (government) who in turn,
oversees the protection of all. In this circumstance, security represents the
mechanism established or instituted to avoid, prevent, reduce, or resolve
violent conflicts, and threats that originate from other states, non-state actors,
or structural, socio-political and economic conditions (Stan, 2004). For ages,
issues pertaining to security have been on the centre-stage in the development
discourse. Several efforts have been made since the disintegration of the
former USSR and subsequent end of Cold War to redefine the concept of
security from a state-centric viewpoint to a more expansive dimension that
places importance on individuals in which human security that encapsulates
elements of national security, human rights and national development remain
the foremost indicators for explaining the concept.

At the centre of this debate, there have been efforts to expand and
deepen the concept of security from the level of the states to societies and
individuals, and from military to non-military issues (Nwanegbo&Odigbo,
2013; Krahmann, 2003). In the opinion of Nwanegbo and Odigbo (2013), the
diverse methods to the conceptualization of human security in the theoretical
literature can be categorized into two key divides. One is a neo-realist
theoretical strand that sees security as primary responsibilities of the state. The
second strand, a postmodernist or plural view, conceptualizes security as the
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task of non-state actors and dislocates the state as the chief supplier of
security. Advocates of this approach contend that the concept of security goes
further than a military determination of threats. They are of the view that
government should be more concerned with the economic security of
individual than the security of the state because the major harbingers of
insecurity are economic in nature. Some researchers in conceptualizing
security laid emphasis on the absence of threats to peace, stability, national
cohesion, political and socio-economic objectives of a country (Igbuzor, 2011;
Oche, 2001; Nwanegbo&Odigbo, 2013).

Thus, there is a consensus in the modern literature that security is
critical for national cohesion, peace and sustainable development. It is
therefore obvious that national security is a requisite for economic growth and
development of any country (Oladeji&Folorunso, 2007). In the intelligence
community, there is a consensus that security is not the absence of threats or
security issues, but the existence of a robust mechanism to react proactively to
the challenges posed by these threats with swiftness, proficiency, and in real
time.

Insecurity

The concept of insecurity suggests diverse meanings and connotations
such as: lack of safety; danger; hazard; uncertainty; lack of protection, and
absence of safety. To Beland (2005), insecurity is a state of fear or anxiety due
to absence or lack of protection. Achumba and others (2013) defines insecurity
from two perspectives. Firstly, insecurity is the state of being open or subject
to danger or threat of danger, where danger is the condition of being
vulnerable to harm or injury. Secondly, insecurity is the state of being
predisposed to risk or anxiety, where anxiety is an indistinct unlikable emotion
that is experienced in anticipation of some misfortune.

These descriptions of insecurity highlight a major point that those
affected by insecurity are not only uncertain or unaware of what would happen
but they are also susceptible to the threats and dangers when they occur
(Olabanji&Ese, 2014). In the context of this paper, insecurity is seen as a
breach of peace and security, whether historical, religious, ethno-regional,
civil, social, economic, and political that contributes to recurring conflicts, and
leads to gratuitous obliteration of lives and property.

National Security
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National security which also means internal security traditionally
refers to territorial security, the protection of the state, its boundaries, peoples,
institutions and values from external attack. In 1994, however, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Human Development Report
redefined the concept of national security in line with what it identified as
human security. According to Dambazzu (2016), it insisted on an all-
encompassing change from the exclusive stress on territorial security to
greater stress on the people's security. Also, Anan (1998) stated that, it means
more than the absence of conflict but it should include education, health,
democracy, human rights, protection against environmental degradation and
the multiplication of lethal weapons. From the foregoing, national security is a
multifaceted concept which considers the total safety of man in terms of
psychological, political, economic, physical and social, in fact, all aspects of
human existence within a defined territory.

Rationalising the Rise in Armed Non-State Groups in Nigeria.

The recent rise in armed non-state actors in Nigeria and their violent
extremism can best be understood in the context of global capitalism in its late
stage. More than at any time in human history, the start of the 21st Century is
marked by unprecedented increase in human population, extreme inequalities,
absolute and disproportionate poverty and growing pressure over economic
resources. This has resulted in the creation of a two-tier society in which, on
the one hand, we have prosperous areas/regions of the world with stable
governments and functioning institutions, and on the other hand, an
economically weak areas and politically destabilized states with deteriorating
institutions. Feeding on the weakness or the failure of the state to satisfy the
wellbeing of its citizens, especially in the economically and politically
marginalized areas of the world, is the growth of new nongovernmental actors.
The majority of these non-state actors, variously referred to as Non-
Governmental Organisation (NGOs), Faith Based Organisations (FBOs),
Community Based Organisations (CBOs), etc., are involved in good work
within their communities - filling the gaps created as a result of states’ retreat
or inability to fulfill or perform their essential social functions to their citizens.
At the very centre of any state-citizens relationship are the essential social
values and utilities that any state and its institutions are expected to provide
for their people. These values include; amongst others, security, freedom,
order, justice and welfare. The increase in the welfare activities of NGOs in
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the Third World countries, means that non-state actors are now performing
significant functions or appear to be in partnership with governments in what
used to be an exclusive prerogative of the State and responsibility in security
and welfare provision.

With many states in the developing world in retreat and unable to meet
their social obligations, non-state actors including faith based organisations
are running welfare schemes and providing security for the people.
Paradoxically, within the same structure of strengthening the civil society,
some sinister organisations have emerged capitalizing on any ethnic, religious
or tribal conflict to fuel group grievances. The apparent lack of inter-group
cohesion is worsened by obvious lack of governance as manifested in the
corruption of state officials, and other factors such as state sponsored violence,
extra judicial killings, lack of access to justice, gross violation of people’s
rights. All these factors create a conducive environment for non-state armed
groups to operate, thrive and launch attacks on local, national and international
targets. These non-state armed groups usually elicit support to their cause by
taking advantage of the economic vulnerability of the people in their area of
operation. They often use extreme religious ideologies, separatist or
nationalistic sentiments to coerce people to support their actions. Violence,
intimidation, racketeering are some of the essential tools terrorist
organisations use to consolidate their hold on society.

The cumulative effect of terrorist activities is to create fear amongst
the people, destabilize the state and create further conditions for them to carry
out their activities. The stronger the feeling of group grievances towards the
state and its institutions and the more disconnected or disengaged people are
from liberal politics, the greater the danger of festering extremism. The feeling
of injustice and sense of economic hopelessness, for example, led to the self-
immolation on 17th December 2010 of a young Tunisian fruit vendor which
sparked what is now generally known as the Arab Spring. This single act of
social and economic alienation and its attendant feeling of frustration led to
popular uprisings that spread throughout much of the Arab world. Apart from
Tunisia, other countries such as Egypt, Yemen and Libya have witnessed
uprising and regime change. The essential lesson to be learned from this is the
ability of the people to vent their anger and frustrations through organized
protests or mass manifestation of grievance against state system and
institutions they considered unjust, undemocratic and incapable of meeting
their needs and aspirations.
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Schelling (1966) suggests that terrorism is one form of violent
coercion, a bargaining process based on the power to hurt and intimidate as a
substitute for the use of overt military force. As such it is similar to other
strategies based on the power to hurt rather than conventional military
strength. Within this context, terrorism is meant to produce a change in the
government’s political position, not the destruction of military potential.
Within this context, non-state actors deploying terrorism as a tool are assumed
to act on the basis of calculation of the benefit or value to be gained from an
action, the cost of the attempt and of its failure, the consequences of inaction,
or the probability of success. According to Betts (1982), violent actions may
occur for several reasons; the value sought for is overwhelmingly important;
costs of trying are low; the status quo is intolerable; or the probability of
succeeding (even at high cost) is high. Thus, violent groups may act out of
anticipation of reward or out of desperation, in response to opportunity or to
threat. This strategic perspective, according to Betts (1982), is a conceptual
foundation for the analysis of surprise attacks. Thus, he concludes that
violence is par excellence a strategy of surprise, necessary for small groups
who must thereby compensate for weakness in numbers and destructive
capability.

Applied to the context of Nigeria’s security challenges, the Boko
Haram Islamic sect contends that politics in the Northern Nigeria has been
hijacked by a cabal of corrupt, false Muslims and thus seeks to wage a war
against them, and the Federal Republic of Nigeria generally, to create a “pure”
Islamic state ruled by Sharia law (Adams, D. and Ogbonnaya, U.M. 2014).
Since August 2011, Boko Haram has planted bombs almost weekly in public
places or in churches in Nigeria’s North East Region in particular and the
North in general. The group has also broadened its targets to include setting
fire to schools. In March 2012, some twelve public schools in Maiduguri were
burned down during the night, and as many as 10,000 pupils were forced out
of education (Walker, 2012).

Understanding the Rationale Behind the Existence of Non-State Actors in
Nigeria

The current global security environment is increasingly becoming
complex and dynamic due to the activities of non-state actors who have
become the major source of conflict all over the world. Adding to this is the
increase in intra-state conflicts and crises as well as the entanglement between
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domestic and international threats which have compounded the security
challenges. Nigeria is currently facing multiple security challenges that are
spread across the major regions of the country. No one region in Nigeria is
insulated from one crisis or the other and most of these crises are largely
caused by various non-state elements.

Having good background knowledge of the reasons why they take up
arms against the state and her citizens is the first step towards finding
solutions to their nefarious activities. While some of these groups have clearly
identifiable reasons for striking and challenging the state’s sovereignty, others
have made their motives nebulous, imperceptible and indiscernible. And this
has hindered the process of negotiating with the clandestine groups or finding
enduring solutions to the challenges they pose. For instance, the militant and
non-state groups in the Niger Delta region such as the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the Niger Delta People’s Volunteer
Force (NDPVF), the Niger Delta Vigilante Force (NDVF), the Bush Boys, the
Martyrs Brigade and other splinter groups have well-articulated points of
agitation. Among their demands, they ask for the control of the abundant
deposits of hydro-carbon resources in their region, better environmental
policies by the multinational companies that operate in the region, adequate
compensation for the degradation and depletion of their habitat and
employment of their well-qualified men and women, etc. And when their
demands were not met, they resorted to acts of militancy, arms proliferation,
illegal oil bunkering, sea piracy, oil thefts, kidnappings and pipeline
vandalisation/sabotage, armed robbery, cultism and political violence which
have all combined to pose serious security challenges in the South-South Zone
and the Delta Region.

In the South Eastern Region, Movement for the Sovereign State of
Biafra (MOSSOB) and the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) engaged in
violent demonstrations, kidnappings, armed robbery, cultism, the proliferation
of arms, road blocks, political disturbances, vicious confrontations and clashes
with security agents, issuing of threats and inflammatory statements as a
consequence of so many years of neglect of their region resulting to lack of
social amenities, unemployment, poverty and lack of access to governmental
powers. Due to the perceived disregard and apparent abandonment of the
region by the federal government, these non-state actors mobilized the people
of the region toward secession and separatist agenda.
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However, the Boko Haram that has terrorized the northern parts of
Nigeria with acts of armed robbery, insurgency, ethno-religious tensions, cattle
rustling, kidnappings and hostage taking, bombing of vulnerable and soft
targets with Improvised Explosive Devices (IED), among others has no lucidly
articulated reason for taking up arms against the State other than claiming to
pursue a purist form of Islam. And when there is no clearly identifiable
reasons for agitation it becomes difficult to engage negotiation and
reconciliation with aggrieved parties. Largely, this is the reason why the Boko
Haram insurgency has remained intractable. Even the herdsmen that operate
within the same region leaving thousands of people dead have made obvious
their reasons for engaging mercenaries against Nigerian citizens. Herdsmen
complaints border on the depletion of grazing routes over the years and in
trying to locate fresh routes, they stray into the farms of locals where damage
is done to the crops hence, clashes become inevitable.

Non-State Actors and Insecurity: Implications for Nigeria

There are multiple reasons to be worried about the activities of armed
non-state actors in Nigeria. The challenges posed by the emergence of violent
groups in Nigeria are colossal. Examples from the Niger Delta militancy and
the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria indicate that what the groups represent
in terms of the global potential and feasibility for non-state actors as security
challengers with destructive capabilities rivaling those of the state is alarming.
This is because their modus operandi has defiled national security mechanism
and the strategic dexterity with which they operate coupled with the
sophisticated nature of their weapons have raised such questions as to the
source of their military training and experience, weapon system and general
logistics making some analysts to have them linked to other international
terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda.

In Nigeria, the preponderance of militia and violent groups with
international linkages has constituted potent threats to national security and
economy, unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state and its
citizens. For instance, the activities of the groups have resulted to numerous
loss of lives and property. The Niger Delta Development Monitoring and
Corporate Watch (NIDDEMCOW), a non-governmental organization, released
a statistics which shows that between 1999 and 2007, a total of 308 hostage
taking incidents occurred in the region. A breakdown of this record shows that
Bayelsa State was on the lead with 131 incidents. Rivers State had 113; Delta
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State 45, while Akwalbom had the least record of 15. The record further
shows that in 2003, 18 oil workers were taken hostage in Bayelsa, in 2004, 5
hostages, 39 in 2006 while between January and June, 2007 69 people were
taken hostage, out of which 50 were soldiers. Within the period under review,
Rivers State recorded 2 incidents in 1999, one in 2005, 55 in 2006 and 60 as at
June, 2007, with 26 soldiers, 1 woman and a three year-old child involved.
Unfortunately, the situation has since then deteriorated and the spate of
militancy, hostage taking and kidnapping incidents have increased in scope
and tempo covering virtually all the oil producing states of Nigeria.

In addition, militant groups have carried out deadly and paralyzing
attacks on oil and gas facilities with their weapons. For instance, on March 16,
2003, Shell Petroleum Development Corporation (SPDC), Nigeria’s biggest
oil producing company, evacuated non-essential staff from its facilities in
Warri, Delta State, and shut down oil production, following a month of
escalating unrest by ethnic Ijaw militant groups that culminated in an attack on
the Nigerian Navy on the Escravos River that left seven people dead, several
soldiers wounded, and pointedly disrupted riverine travel. Subsequent attacks
by militants killed one Chevron contract worker and five TotalFinalElf (TFE)
personnel, while gunfire badly damaged a shell helicopter seeking to evacuate
employees (Cesarz, et al, 2003:1). On July 12, 2006, the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) combatants killed four naval
personnel and injured three soldiers who were escorting a Chevron oil tanker
along Chomoni creeks in the Warri South West Local Government Area of
Delta State. On the eve of the Governorship and House of Assembly elections
on April 14, 2007, armed militants attacked the Mini-Okoro, Elelenwo Police
Stations, killing many police officers during the attack. On Tuesday, January
1, 2008, the Niger Delta Vigilante Force (NDVF) attacked two Police Stations
and a five star hotel in Port Harcourt.

The list of attacks is long and seemingly endless. Though some
analysts have contended that the issue at stake in the Niger Delta is the
demand by ethnic nationalities for greater autonomy and control of the oil
resources, equitable distribution of the benefits of oil mineral exploitation,
environmental justice and the development of the region, yet the activities of
the militants constitute acts of international terrorism having taken up arms
against the Nigerian state, kidnapped expatriate oil workers and blown up oil
installations belonging to oil Multinational Corporations. On the other hand,
the Boko Haram group, otherwise called JamaatulAlissunna lid da a wawal
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Jihad, surfaced with bombing attacks and killings which as at the last count,
have left over 10,000 Policemen, Soldiers and civilians including women and
children dead (USCIRF, March 20, 2012; IOL News, 2012).

The violent stage of the activities of the group started in Bauchi State
on July 26, 2009 and like cancer, have since spread to other parts of Nigeria
especially the northern states. The group has since existed with known
preferences in religious belief and social practices. But as Eso (2011) has
observed, “the root causes of resort to violence and criminality in order to
influence public policy is rather deep-seated and beyond the sectarian”. This is
because the attacks of the group have been targeted or directed at the State, its
institutions, and the civilian populations. Several police stations including the
Force Headquarters, Abuja; army barracks, schools, government
establishments and places of worship have been attacked in several states of
the Federation. But the attack on the UN House in Abuja in 2011 was,
according to Eso (2011), “a game changer replete with new dynamics, far
reaching and imponderable reverberations that dramatically altered the scope,
intensity, and focus of Boko Haram’s violence and mission, as well as any
consideration of sect”.

Apart from the threat to live, national security, unity, sovereignty and
territoriality, the operations of these violent groups have also impacted
negatively on the Nigerian economy. For instance, in 2008 alone, it is
estimated that Nigeria lost over 3 trillion Naira as a result of militancy in the
Niger Delta while Boko Haram has caused extensive damage to property and
reduced government revenue with a negative impact on the socio-economic
development of the northern region in general and North-East states in
particular.

The attacks by both the Niger Delta militants and Boko Haram violent
non-state actors have occasioned huge carnage and economic costs. In both
cases there is no statistical exactitude on the costs that may have been
engendered. For example, in the Niger Delta, since 2006 approximately more
than a thousand people were reportedly killed and over 300 kidnapped
(Azubike, 2009). Between 11 January 2006 and 20 May 2006 MEND alone
was alleged to have killed 24 soldiers and policemen, kidnapped 13 oil
workers and caused severe damage to critical oil infrastructure in the Niger
Delta (Oladesu, 2009). On the other hand, a recent report entitled ‘START’
which was conducted by the University of Maryland for the American
government on global terrorism revealed that Boko Haram emerged in 2012 as
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the second deadliest terror group in the world by killing a total of 1132 people
in 364 attacks. Only the Afghanistan’s Taliban which killed 1842 people in
525 attacks was ahead of Boko Haram in the period under review. T h e s ¢
Boko Haram-related deaths surpassed those of Al-Qaeda in Iraq, the Maoists
in India and Al-Shabaab and Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (LeVan, 2013;
The Guardian, 2013). Aside from human deaths, the violence stimulated by
the twin home-grown insurgencies has resulted in enormous economic costs
for the nation, corporate bodies and individual business owners. The unhealthy
security situation provoked by the insurgencies paralyzed and shut down
businesses in many cities in the two regions. For example, Boko Haram ruined
many local investments and caused a group of investors from Germany, who
wanted to build a cement factory in Maiduguri, to shelve the plan and moved
to another African country (Ishaya, 2011). Over 25 foreign airlines, which use
the Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and Kano international airport facilities are
planning a boycott of some of the airports owing to Boko Haram-related
insecurity (Abioye, 2011).

In the Niger Delta, since 2006 when the spate of militancy escalated,
the economic costs have been tremendous. Between 2006 and 2008 Nigeria
lost at least a quarter of its oil production due to frequent attacks on oil
installations resulting from the activities of oil bunkering cartel and
kidnapping for ransom in the region (Azubike, 2009). In specific terms, the
Technical Committee on the Niger Delta estimated that the nation lost about
N8.84 trillion or US$61.6 billion to oil theft and sabotage during the period
(Ajearo, 2009). In addition, the nefarious activities of the Niger Delta militants
coupled with the decline in international oil price were attributed to the
inability of Nigeria to meet the financial projections in the 2009 budget
(Ajearo, 2009). Also, the cut in the nation’s oil production capacity and
shortages owing to the heightened spate of militancy contributed to the 2006
rise in global oil prices (The Nation, 2006). Equally, the activities of the Niger
Delta militants significantly contributed to an increase in security expenditure
by the federal and state governments as well as the oil companies. In the 2008
fiscal year, for instance, about N400 billion was voted by the federal
government for providing security in the region. Also, the security manager of
Addax Petroleum Nigeria, and the chairman of the Oil Producers’ Trade
Section (OPTS), claimed that the companies jointly spent about US$3.7
billion on security in 2007 (Ajearo, 2009).
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Furthermore, the horrendous violence and criminality of the militias in
the Niger Delta and north-eastern Nigeria generated an image crisis for the
nation locally and internationally. Amid the insecurity engendered by the two
home-grown insurgencies, the US embassy and the United Kingdom (UK)
Travel Advisory variously warned their nationals on the risk involved in
travelling to Nigeria. For instance, the US State Department in a statement
noted that: travel to Nigeria carries a considerable risk ... the lack of law and
order in Nigeria poses considerable risks to travelers. Violent crimes
committed by ordinary criminals... can occur throughout the country. (Quoted
by Osumah and Ekpenyong, 2006) Similarly, the violence occasioned by the
Boko Haram insurgency prompted the US and UK authorities to warn their
nationals against travel to some states in the north, particularly Bauchi, Borno,
Yobe and Plateau (Adepegba&Adesomoju, 2011; Ogunseye, 2012). Such
travel warnings which are often relayed on international media outlets portray
Nigeria as unsafe thereby undermining the country’s efforts to rebrand its
image internationally (Ojo&Aghedo, 2013).

Conclusion

It is apparent that non-state groups that operate in Nigeria with various
agitations constitute serious security threats to the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and corporate existence of nation. It is equally obvious that their
activities have adversely affected Nigeria’s economic and national interests.
For instance, some multinational oil companies that work in the Niger-Delta
region have either pulled out or relocated their operations from the region due
to incessant hostage takings and attacks on their installations by MEND and
other allied groups. Furthermore, due to widespread radicalization of youths,
frequent bombings, hostage takings by the terrorist group, Boko Haram and
rampant clashes between herdsmen and farmers in the northern part of
Nigeria, the nation’s international image has dwindled. This has invariably
worsened her human rights records as Government has not taken adequate and
proactive measures to save lives and property. And where it actually
responded to the threats posed by these armed groups, it did so
indiscriminately and with high handedness.

Recommendations
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Violence, terrorism and extremism affect us all, as no one is immune
from their vicissitude. And to win the war over terror, we need to confront and
challenge the root cause of extremism and help build a peaceful and
egalitarian society where every citizen will have a sense of belonging.

This paper believes that the current counter-terrorism approach cannot
be said to be effective giving the rise in the number of and increased activities
of non-state armed groups in Nigeria. We recommend that there is need to
adopt a more proactive technique in tacking the insurgencies. Preventive
diplomacy and early detection of agitations, grievances and perceived sense of
deprivations through spot-on intelligence gathering by the security forces
should be encouraged and embraced.

Again, this paper upholds that merely disrupting terrorist activities or
killing members/leaders of violent armed groups only gives a false sense of
victory, eventually, it fuels the violence and increases the brutality of these
armed groups. From the experiences spanning from the Niger-Delta to the
North East of Nigeria, military violence has not ended the violence of
extremism. Rather, it has become a case of violence begetting violence. This
paper, therefore, recommends dialogue and round-table discussion to find out
the root causes of any agitation with a view to solving or ameliorating the
situation.

It is a trite saying that a hungry man is an angry man. Also, it is
generally held and believed in Nigeria that an idle mind is a devil’s workshop.
The above statements relate and connect very well with the situation on
ground in Nigeria. There is absolute and disproportionate poverty in Nigeria.
The citizens are living in abject poverty, a situation where majority of the
populace live and sustain with less than $1 Dollar a day in a country that is
highly blessed by Mother Nature is simply appalling and can only fuel
emotional sentiments of envy, anger, strife and resentment. This paper,
therefore, recommends that the government must find alternative avenues to
engage her teeming youths. Employment opportunities should be opened for
the educated ones while art training centres should be established for the less
educated citizens to be equipped with craft and handworks that will enable
them find a means of livelihood.
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